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Three Heads 
of the 
Collegiate 
Bosnian 
Leadership, 
Are Welcomed 
by French 
Foreign 
Minister, 
Herve de 
Charette (C), 
Nov. 13 
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German 
Ambassador 
Summoned to 
Hear Strong 
Protest 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN -* Hurst Bachniann, 
Genmaiiys ambassador to Tehran. 


Saturday November 16, 1996, Aban 26, 1575, Rajah 4, 1417 





. RACHMANN 
was Thursday summoned to the 
Foreign Ministry. He was notified 
of Iran’s strong protest to the re- 
cent insults. baseless allegations 
and False reports of the Gentian 
judicial officials 

See Page 13 


Habibi Urged Worldwide Cooperation 
for Increased Food Production 


BY KlIOSROWSOLT.INI 

ROME. ITALY - Iran's First Vice 
President Hassan Habibi yester- 
day reiterated the need for serious 
and practical international coop- 
eration in order to reach sustain- 
able production and fair 
distribution of food with an em- 
phasis on backing the vulnerable 
groups of society — especially 
women and children — in the less- 
developed countries. 

He also declared Iran's readi- 
ness to step toward the realization 
of this all-inclusive goal which he 
said "stands as the pillar of sus- 
tainable development and. as a 
consequence, permanent peace." 

Addressing iltc World Food 
Summit here, the vice president 
regretted that obstacles such as 
hegemony, monopoly of agricul- 
tural technologies, uneven distri- 
bution of resources, unbridled 
consumption, prodigality, materi- 
alism and negligence of spiritual 
values in planning development 
policies have so far hindered man 
from overcoming hunger and pov- 



HABIBI 


cm. 


Looking into the future. Habibi 
said the threat was that "the dis- 
proportionnl exploitation of pri- 
mary ecological potentials would 
compound social damages, food 
insecurity, environmental tran- 
sience and. alongside other fac- 
tors. would give rise to disastrous 
famines." 

However, he noted, today's 
world has enough knowledge and 
resources needed for the elimina- 


tion of these two ominous out- 
comes. 

"Man's release from poverty, 
hunger, and malnutrition would 
be actualized with the global com- 
munity's goal-oriented and con- 
certed action, both physical and 
spiritual. The dure shouldered by 
this summit and the role of inter- 
national and specialized organiza- 
tions is lo help recognize the 
factors which limit sustainable de- 
velopment. to allow proposition 
and establishment of efficacy in 
scientific and moral approaches, 
to crush the monopolies of tech- 
nology, food production and dis- 
tribution the worid over so as to 
insure sustainable food security". 

"In this era, the problem of 
food is a worldwide and interna- 
tional complexity, and the pres- 
ence of nearly one billion hungry 
and malnutrition-stricken men 
among the world population of six 
billion despite the fairly enough 
existing resources is a real shame 
and disgrace. The global commu- 
nity expects that practical and 


promising results be submitted by 
this summit that could help realize 
the minimum acceptable food se- 
curity within the framework of 
some short and medium-term pro- 
grams in order to convert "perma- 
nent hunger” into "sustainable 
food security". 

1. Political and Moral Meas- 
ures 

A. Paying careful attention to 
human dignity and virtues and 
taking into consideration the spiri- 
tual values when adopting eco- 
nomic policies so as to alleviate 
poverty and practically supporting 
vulnerable groups w hile observ- 
ing their self-esteem. 

. B. Abandoning all political 
and economic considerations and 
ili-wiil as regards food produc- 
tion. trade, and the pertinent tech- 
nologies and know-how: breaking 
the monopolies in the field of new 
agricultural technologies; con- 
demning. in reality and interna- 
tionally. the application of food 
sanction against countries: de- 

See Page 1 3 


Rowhani 
Briefs 
Robinson 
on Iran Bids 
for Peace _ 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Majlis Vice Speaker 
Hojjatoleslam Hassan Rowhani 



ROWHANI i 

met Irish President Mary Robin- 
son in Dublin on Thursday. He 
emphasized the necessity for the 
expansion of Tehran -Dublin rela- 
tions in various political, eco- 
nomic and cultural aspects. 

See Page 13 


Pak Afghan Policy to Be Changed 


Habibi Meets Foreign 
Dignitaries 


fft tv .NEWS’ POLITIC tL DESK 
TEHRAN - The new government 
in Islamabad will change its pol- 
icy pr wtiat was in practice during 
the ousted go\ eminent of Prime 
** Minister Benazir Blmtto. accord- 
ing to a report from Pakistan. 

A BBC World News report 
y esterday said the interim govern- 
ment of Premier Malik Meiaj 
Khalid has decided not to play 
high profile role in Afglian dis- 
pute. 

The 1 1-day -old government 
has no intention of resuming the 
shuttle diplomacy- to mediate a 
cease-fire between the Taliban 1s- 
^lantic miluia and the forces of Af- 
ghanistan's President 


JERUSALEM (AFP) - After a 
week of high hopes that Israelis 
and Palestinians would finally 
sign a deal to share power in He- 
bron, negotiations bogged down 
in mutual mistrust yesterday over 
Israel's demand for hroad "hot 
‘^pursuit" rights acres’ the West 
Bank city, officials said. 

A late night round of talks led 
by Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Brakat and Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu’s legal adviser, 
Vitdiak Mblkho, ended incondu- 
stvefy; officials from both sides 
said, 

"Unfortunately until now there 
has been no progress." Palestinian 
deader Yasser Arafat said yester- 
day morning in the Gaza Strip. 

Officials said the primary 
point remained Israel’s 
insistence that its troops retain the 


Burhanuddin Rabbani, The News, 
n Pakistan daily, said, according 
to Reuters. 

Tl>c Khalid government has 
"no immediate plan to send an 
emissary to Afghanistan” for talks 
with warring factions or im rte ri- 
val Afghan leaders for an intra- 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Afglian dialogue, it said. 

The key player hi Afghan af- 
fair was Conner Interior Minister 
Nasccniilah Babar who undertook, 
repeated trips lo the Taliban licad- 
quarters in southwestern Afghani- 
stan's Kandahar city 'and the 
cx-govcnunent "s key ally Abdul 
Rasliid Dos lam's base in nortlicm 


right to enter Hebron zones due to 
be handed over to Palestinian po- 
lice whenever they fear radicals 
could be planning attacks on Jew- 
ish settlers or visitors in the city. 

The Palestinians insist that any 
such action be coordinated with 
their security' forces, saying uni- 
lateral "hot pursuit" rights violate 
the terms of self-rule as defined 
under the Oslo Accords. 

The failure of Thursday night’s 
meeting dashed hopes that a He- 
bron agreement could be pre- 
sented to Netanyahu’s Cabinet at 
its weekly meeting yesterday and 
further negotiations were not ex- 
pected before Sunday. 

Under the Oslo agreement 
signed by Israel’s previous Labor 
government. Israel was to with- 
draw its troops from some 80 per- 
cent of Hebron in March, leaving 


Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Babar "s efforts to secure a 
ccasc-fire stumbled on Rabbam’s 
main Commander .Ahmad Shah 
Masoods insistence on the de- 
militarization of Kabul, which the 
Taliban seized from his forces on 
September 27. 

The newspaper said the care- 
taker government preferred to 
wail for results of paicc efforts by 
die U.N. special envoy lo Af- 
ghanistan Noibcrt Holl. 

A German diplomat. Holl is 
ming to bring the warring fac- 
tions lo the negotiating table. Last 
w cek he held talks with the Tali- 
ban's so-called Acting Foreign 
See Page 13 


forces behind only in the fifth of 
the city where 400 Jewish settlers 
live. 

But when Netanyahu came to 
power in June he demanded 
amendments to the plan to im- 
prove security guarantees for the 
settlers. 

After weeks of talks, the He- 


Jets Bomb 
Herat Airport 
as Refugees 
Flood the City 


HERAT. AFGHANISTAN ZAP) 
- Jeis belonging to northern war- 
lord Rashid Dosiam bombed the 
airport in western Herat yester- 
day, while thousands of people, 
many of them women and chil- 
dren, arrived at makeshift camps 
set up on the outskirts of the city. 

Most of the homeless have fled 
the fighting in western Badghis 
Province between Dosram’s sol- 
diers and Taliban religious warri- 
ors, who control roughly 
two-thirds of the country, includ- 
See Page 13 


minent Wednesday when 
Netanyahu canceled a planned trip 
to the United States at the last 
minute, citing "encouraging" pro- 
gress. 

But subsequent negotiations 
bogged down with both sides 
See Page 13 


BY OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ROME. ITALY - Iran’s First Vice 
President Dr. Hassan Habibi. who 
is here to intend the World Food 
Summit, met with a number of 
world leaders on the sideline of 
the summit. 

Habibi met with the Indone- 
sian President Suharto. Ireland's 
Prime Minister John Bruton. Ku- 
waiti State Minister for Cabinet 
Affairs Abdel Aziz Dakheel al- 
Dakheel and Tunisian Prime Min- 
ister Hamed Karouis as well as 
the Syrian and Moroccan prime 
minister 

International issues, including 
the Afghan crisis, were among 
topics at the centerpiece of discus- 
sions betw een Habibi and Indone- 
sian President Suharto yesterday. 

Speaking to -reporters after the 
meeting. Habibi said the interna- 
tional community should continue 
to recognize the government of 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani. 
as the legitimate government of 
Afghanistan. 

The two leaders also discussed 
cooperation within the context of 
the Economic Cooperation Or- 
ganization (ECO) and the Asso- 
ciation of Southeast Asian Na- 
tions (ASEAN). 

Habibi said promotion of po- 
litical economic, and cultural ties 
between Iran and Indonesia as 
two important Islamic suites can 
help further the relations and co- 
operation among other Muslim 
countries. 

He also urged Islamic slates to 
play a greater and more active 
role in the Organization of the Is- 
lamic Conference (OIC) and the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 

Meanwhile. Ireland's prime 


minister and the current European 
Union troika Chairman. John 
Bnnon called for continuation of 
the "critical dialogue" between 
Iran and the EU. 

Habibi told Bruton that EU 
members had taken different 
stances toward the trend of the 
Lran-EU dialogue under different 
conditions. This. Habibi said, was 
due to the fact that the EU mem- 
bers did not have a common defi- 
. See Page 1 3 
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Rybkin in Chechnya 
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A 0-0 Friendly 
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Hebron Talks Bog down 
Over "Hot Pursuit" 



bron redeployment appeared im- 
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EDITORIAL 


Let Caspian Remain a Sea 1 
1 of Peace 1 

^ one-day conference of the Caspian Sea foreign min 
isters convened Tuesday in Ashkhabad, the capital of 
Turkmenistan, and issued a co mmuniq ue after discus- 
sions and deliberations. 

This was the first such conference of the Caspian Sea 
littoral states to sort out issues related to the world's largest 
lake. 

The conference was attended by foreign ministers of 
Iran, Turkmenistan, Russia, Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan 
who stressed the need for drafting and inking a 
comprehensive convention that would spell out the 
Caspian Sea legal regime. 

But no specific results were regretfully reached on this 
legislation. This stalemate was mainly due to the position 
taken by Azerbaijan Republic with regard to exploitation 
of the sea which conflicted with the stances of Iran, Russia, 
and Turkmenistan. 

The 1991 Soviet Union collapse which tremendously 
affected the international system has greatly 
revolutionized the regional conditions as well. An 
important example of such a change is disagreement on 
the exploitation of the Caspian Sea. Based on treaties 
concluded between bran and the former Soviet Union in 
1921 and 1940, the Caspian Sea is considered a sea 
shared by the two countries. 

After the Soviet dissolution and birth of the new 
republics, changes in the Caspian Sea exploitation 
became imperative, coupled with a consequent change in 
the positions and tastes of the five Caspian littoral states. 

At a time when Iran's fledgling northern neighbors are 
grappling with many economic problems, exploitation of 
these rich surface and seabed resources can greatly 
improve the said countries' economies and contribute to 
their growth. 

In tandem with Iran's insistence on peace and stability 
in the region. President Rafsanjani in February 1992 
proposed the formation of a council of the Caspian Sea 
littoral states to broaden and upgrade cooperation. 

Over the past few years, Iran has demanded that issues 
such as the Caspian Sea legal regime be primarily 
determined to remove possible misunderstandings 
among the five countries. 

The unity of the five Caspian littoral states was marred 
when Azerbaijan signed contracts worth $8 billion with a 
consortium of Western firms on September 20, 1994. 

Russia and Iran immediately denounced the accords 
and appealed to other partners to sit at the negotiating 
table to sort out related problems including the 
determination of the sea's legal regime. 

The Caspian littoral states must realize that speedy 
formulation. of a legal regime will pave the way for the 
sea's exploitation ami bepefii all the regional nations. This 
is because the Caspian Sea is one of the most important 
and strategic areas with interests for other neighbors in 
the region and even distant countries which always try to 
reap benefit of such tensions between the neighboring 
nations by- fishing in troubled waters. 

By promoting cooperation through regional bodies such 
as the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) and the 
""" " "" — ■ "See Page 1 3 


IR. IWEUS POLITIC M. DESK 
TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Hashcmi Rafsanjani Thursday 
raei visiting Guinean Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
Lamin’ Camara. The Guinean 
minister delivered a written mes- 
sage from the Guinean president 
Comaro \ oiccd his comitn s 
willingness to expand cooperation 
with Iran and asked for Iranian 


between the tv,o countries 

The Guinean foreign minister 
also nret .Speaker Ali Ak- 

bar \a:eq-Ncun Itere cn Thurs- 
day. He called c*n the Islamic 
Consultative Assembly i Majlis) 
to support Tehran -Conakry eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

C.imaro praised Iran as a coun- 
tn nuking urea? scientific and in- 
dustrial progress among the 
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TEHRAN - President Rafsanjani (R) with Guinean FM Camaro 


TEHRAN - Majlis Speaker with Guinean FM Camaro 


aid. He also said that the Guinean 
president will officially visit Iran 
in tlie future. 

President Rafsanjani expressed 
satisfaction with the growing 


developing countries. He said that 
his country was ready to cooper- 
ate with Iran at international or- 
ganizations. especially at the 
Organization of Islamic Confer- 


trend of relations and cooperation cnee (OICj. 


Nateq-Nouri replied by saying 
dial Iran was for expansion of ties 
with Guinea.* and that coordina- 
tion and joint decision-making at 
international fora based on Is- 
lamic values and principles would 
be in the interest of both coun- 
tries. 

He termed the exchange of 
I ugh- ranking delegations by the 
two countries as being “highly ef- 
fective" in expanding bilateral 
economic and commercial ties. 

Hie Iranian Majlis was ready 
to endorse the agreements reached 
between the Iranian and Guinean 
governments. 

Camaro also met with Foreign 


; Habibi Discuss) 
I Tehran-Madrii 


ranian, Malaysian FMs 
Discuss Bilateral Ties 


Minister Ali Akbar Vclayati here 
Wednesday. They discussed pro- 
motion of bilateral ties and inter- 
national developments 

particularly those of the Manic 
world. 

Thermo sides expressed con- 
tent with the present status of Te- 
hran -Conakry ties and eaiferf 
further broadening of bilateral co- 
operation. 

Camaro arrived here Wednes- 
day and voiced his country’s in- 
terest to boost ties with Iran in 
political, cultural and economic 
fields in general and in min** 
road construction and particularly 
commercial affairs. IRNA re- 
ported. 
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IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - First Vice President 
Hassan Habibi here Wednesday in 
the meeting with the visiting Presi- 
dent of the autonomous region of 
Galicia in northwestern Spain, 
Manuel Fraga Iriharne stressed 
that the current conditions of die 
world demand a more dynamic 
and effective role by Europe in 
regional and international devel- 
opments. 

Referring to the impact of the 
U.S. hegemonistic policies on 
prolongation of crisis in Afghani- 
stan and Iraq. Habibi said that 
European states .should shoulder 
greater responsibility toward re- 
gional crisis. 

According to an IRNA report, 
referring to Tell ran- Madrid his- 
torical relations. Habibi said tliat 
ancient and historical ties between 
the two countries pave the ground 
for further promotion of bilateral 
relations in different areas. 

There exist great potentials both 
in Iran and Spain which if ex- 
ploited will boost bilateral eco- 
nomic and trade relations 
particularly in die area of joint 
investment, the vice president 
noted. 

He limiter underlined the need 
to bolster cultural and academic 
cooperation between the two 
countries. 

Meanwhile, Fraga criticized 
die double standard approaches to- 
ward* international issues and 
called on all powerful countries in 
die region as well as throughout 
the world to help settle regional 
crisis. 

' ADVERTISE IN ' 
IRAN NEWS 
1 TEL: 888 8148 , 


IRAN \£H y POLmCU DESK 
TEHRAN - Iran's Foreign Minis- 
ter .Ali Akbar Velayati and his 
Malaysian counterpart Datuk Ab- 
dullah Ahmad Badawi in a meet- 
ing here on Thursday discussed 
Tehran- K.uala Lumpur bilateral, 
regional and international ties and 
their relations with the Muslim 
world. 

The two sides at the meeting 
expressed satisfaction with expan- 
sion of bilateral ties and -under- 
lined the need for promotion of 
mutual cooperation, particularly 
in the scientific, technical, techno- 
logical. commercial and economic 
spheres. 

Tbe\ also agreed on immediate 
issuance of quarterly residence 
permits for their traders in order 
to strengthen, expand and acceler- 
ate bilateral commercial ties, ex- 
ports and imports as well as to 


facilitate entry and exit of their 
traders to each other's soil. 

Among other issues discussed 
at the meeting were the quality of 
Malaysia's exporting palm oil to 
Iran, coordinating standard related 
issues and establishment of a 
palm oil refinery at Iranian south- 
ern coastal areas on the Persian 
Gulf and also setting up store- 
houses for the product 

According to an IRNA report, 
I ranian and Malaysian foreign 
ministers also agreed on the need 
for strengthening and expansion 
of cooperation between National 
Iranian Oil Company and Malay- 
sian Oil Company in various sec- 
tors. including oil. gas. 
petrochemicals and oilier oil de- 
rivatives 

Tire l\vo sides also exchanged 
views on issues jjdating to the 
Muslim world. Afghanistan and 
Central Asian republics. 
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Rafsanjani Receives Officials of University 





TEHRAN - President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on Thursday received officials of the Islamic 
Azad University and hailed the services of the university. Rafsanjani said that 550,000 students 
are studying in the university, a feet which is the manifestation of its importance. ' 

.. . . (Photo by ABDiL- 
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NEWS 


Ayatollah Yazdi 
Says German 
Court Ruling Unjust 

FWV political DESK The head of the Judiciary was 


QURAN 


Mampully Hosts Dinner to 
(Welcome Indian Navy Delegation 

Officer commanding Western Fleet Rear Admiral 
r Madan Jit Singh was the chief guest at a dinner reception 
hosted Tuesday by Indian Embassy naval attache Captain 
sankaran Mampully which was also attended by Ambassador 

Siddharth Singh- . u . 

Rear Admiral Singh was here in connecuon with the visit of 

three Indian naval ships to Bandar Abbas. 
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(From left) Ambassador Singh, Radm Singh, Mampully, 

^CapraTn Mampully, highlighting the significance of the visit 
of the Indian navy ships, told us that India has a sea-fanng ( 
tradition dating back to the dawn of history. He said that 
excavations of Mohenjo-Daro and Lothal have confirmed 
Indian maritime activities dating back 4.000 years. 


Leader Condoles 
Imdm Khomelai’s 
family on Death 
of Ayatollah 
Passandldeh 


'.ce 
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rPmmt left! Manzoor, Bhasin, Sawhney, lmbibo 

Captain Mampully comes from the south Indian State of 
Keralawhich has produced a number of intellectuals and 
Doliticians such as First Chief Minister Namboudnpad who did 
Kh^ng unprecedented in the history of democracy. 
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(From left) Hausamann, Sahni, Reham Chan dra fphotobyABD , 

first post-independence general elections in 19 ■ 

The three ships currently on a v s, i ^ to Banda r^ ^ a|so 
-Ki acquainted with the Iranian 
'.history, culture, and people. 

Embassy's naval attache Asa . captain lmbibo. 

captain K.C Kuruwilla rah «*_ Embays 

German Embassy s Ab<Ju llah al-Baluchi who 

:SSi- wawhis,o,a6e 

c— sr^ hney and 

to hold annual funaions in the M an seno 
year be organized on a bro i aae nr ^_ nt : atthe reception. India's 

Mr. Dinesh Rehani was also prese^ ^ ^ M >? nistiy Joint 

leading scholar Satish Cha ^ djnner banquet 

secretary Rakesh Kumar ^ on hismor arrived here along 

Chandra, writer of several boo j Conference of . the 

with Kumar to attend con cluded last week. 

Indian ocean community which conciuoea _ 


/JMAWXWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Ayatollah Moham- 
mad Yazdi. the head of the Judi- 
ciary. said here yesterday (hat the 
German 'court ruling which had 
found an Iranian national guilty in 
connection with a terrorist inci- 
dent in a German restaurant in 
1992. was based on inconclusive 
evidence. 

He said that in the wake of the 
incident an Iranian national, 
among roam' people of various 
nationalities, had been arrested by 
the German police and brought to 
trial, yet no evidence against him 
had been offered by the German 
court to support its ruling. 

The Iranian Judiciary official, 
addressing himself to the German 
government, warned -Germany 
against succumbing to pressure by 
l he United Suites and Israel to 
severing relations with Iran. 

He "hoped that the German 
government would not unwarrant- 
cdlv risk its own legitimate inter- 
ests in its dealings with the 
Islamic Republic 

Armenian FM 
Keen on 
Utilizing Iran ’s 
Diplomatic 
Expertise 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Armenian Foreign 
Minister Alexander Arzumanyan 
Diet Iranian Ambassador to Yere- 
van Haraid-Reza Nik-Kar lsfahani 
in Yerevan yesterday. He said 
that Iran’s expertise in the area of 
establishing stability and security 
in the Caucasus could be "highly 
important and effective” for Ar- 
menia. 

Arzumanyan expressed satis- 
faction over ’"favorable” ties ex- 
istinc between Tehran and 
Yerevan. He said that Armenian 
officials had clearly followed all 
aspects related to Tehran- Yerevan 
ties, hoping u» upgrade bilateral 

ties. . e 

He called the establishment ot 

ties and cooperation among re- 
gional states as "important. 


The head of the Judician' was 
addressing a large audience of 
worshipers at the Tehran Friday 
congregational prayers. 

He was also critical of a report 
of the Human Rights Commission 
on the status of Iran s human 
rights for its inconsistency with 
factual realities. 

He said that perhaps nowhere 
in the world were religious mi- 
norities as Tree as they were in 
Iran in practicing their religious 
duties. 

Ayatollah Yazdi also offered a 
brief biography of the Iranian na- 
tional indicted by the German 
court in connection with the 
bloody incident in the German 
restaurant in 1992. 

See Page 13 


LET’S MEMORIZE .... . 

SURA 59, THE GATHERING (AL-HASHR) 

In the Name of God, 

The Beneficent, the Merciful 
3. Had it not been that God already willed. 

That they were to be exiled. 

He would have certainly 
Tortured them in this world. 

But. in the world to come they are to suffer 
The punishment of Fire. 

*The 30th pan of the Holy Uuran .« obtainable m «V«« 
fivm:MSA Publication Tel. -»44‘S ^ (F.N .) 


PRAYER TIMES 


Noon (Zohr) 

Evening (Miijilireh) 
Tomorrow'* I'ovii (Fair) 
Tomorrow \ Sunrise 


Omani Official Meets President, Speaker 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. met the 
Omani Minister of Slate for For- 
eign Affairs Yousif bin Alawi 

here on Thursday. 

President Rafsanjani said that 
those opposed to the unitv of 
Muslim countries were trying to 
inisportray Iran- as a threat to its 
neighboring countries. 

He said that Iran considered re- 
gional securitv as an inseparable 
part of its securitv and that it has % 
always underlined the need to' 
consolidate regional cooperation 
and prevent foreign regional inter- 
vention. 

Alawi said that the Omani gov- 
ernment supported Iran's sincere 
efforts to settle regional disputes 
after having- understood lran s 
principled siand and its goodwill 
in the Persian Gulf. 

He added that there were no 
obstacles on the way of Tehran- 
Muscat ties and the realistic and 
friendly policies of Iran in the re- 
• gion could serve as a model for 
Oman in its relations With other 
countries. 

In another meeting here on 
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TCH^^^n»^BinWawi (L) with President Rafsanjani 
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mal states as "important. Thursday with Majlis Speaker All 

Arzumanyan said that his coun- /jtbar N 3 feq-Nouri. Alawi called 
try was ready to have an active - -*• u>c in 
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presence in the upcoming session 
of deputy foreign ministers of 
Iran. Armenia and Greece, which 
is to be held in Tehran. 

He hoped that the ground 
would he prepared for farther suc- 
cess of the group following mem- 
bership of new countries. 1RNA 
reported. 


, uuunw,. ■ ... 

Akbar N3feq-Nouri. Alawi called 
for expansion of bilateral ties in 
all spheres. 

Alawi said that establishment 
of pence and tranquillity and con- 
solidation of fricndlv bonds 
among regional slates was the 
strategy in his country s foreign 
policy. 

See Page 13 
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■During a h°"° r of 

"«a 1 ^| l i^re , 'tn^errt<rt the JalianRepubllc was conferred upon 
architect Mostafa Mohammadt (L). 


with Bin Alaw, 

URGENT LY iNbKublJ 

/- Editor: with M pn^ency in andoMcmo^dof 

Iran: ( 2 persons) ^ 2738 , 649 

<°o personally repo A a, tUeJoiio^ 

57 PorsAney.SHahidSarparas.Sr (Sou,,, Key-van). 
Taleghmi Ave.. Tehran. secretariat, the 8th ICRCS 


T>. f r<-hasp Notice 

A manufacturing company affiliated to the 
oovernment of the Islamic Republic of Iran intends 
to purchase 50 tons of polyol and isocyana e for 
production of hard foam of sandwich panels. All 
individuals and foreign compames possess, ng/ 
engaged in production of the ment.oned mater, als 
are hereby requested to contact the Trade Dept, of 
the company at phone numbers 875 4101/2 within 

, office hours. 
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Iran-Turkey Gas Line Operational 
Ahead of Schedule 





HABIBI 

ISTANBUL. TURKEY (IRNA) - 
Iranian First Vice President Has- 
san Habibi here on Thursday said 
that attempts would be made to 
put into operation the Iranian gas 
pipeline to Turkey altead of 
schedule set in the two countries" 
agreement signed during Turkish 
Prime Minister Necmettin Er- 
bakan's visit to Tehran. 

The remarks was made during 
Habibi s short stay at Istanbul air- 
port on his way to Italy for attend- 
ing an international meeting of 
Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion (FAO). 

Habibi told the reporters that 


the Iranian gas will help Turkey 
develop its economy, adding that 
Islamic Iran feels happy over 
boosting its cooperation with the 
Turkish Muslim government. 

"Nobody has the right to hin- 
der a government Tram putting 
into execution an agreement 
which is to sene its people.'' 
Habibi said. 

Iranian Economy, 
Finance Minister 
Addresses COSMEC 
Session 

Iranian Economy and Finance 
Minister Mortcza Mohammad- 
Khaji. addressing the 12th session 
of the Organization of Islamic 
Conference's {OIO standing 
Committee for Economic and 
Commercial Cooperation (COM- 
SEC) in Istanbul Thursday eve- 
ning recommended the member 
countries (o dev elop their mutual 
trade and try to set up a closer 
cooperation nmoug themselves. 

Mohammad-KItan who is the 
representative of (lie Asian coun- 
tries lo the session, which is at- 
tended by representatives from 53 
countries, said tliat die OIC mem- 


Greece for Further 
Promotion of Bilateral 
Trade Relations 


SHIRAZ. FARS PROVINCE 
(IRNA) - Greek Ambassador to 
Tehran, Dimitri Tsikouris here 
Thursday voiced his country’s 
willingness to further boost trade 
relations with Iran. 

He made the remark in a meet- 
ing with governor general of this 
southern province, Mohammad 
Jahromi. 

Referring to Tehran-Athens 
historical relations, the ambassa- 
dor said thar the two countries 


enjoy profound diplomatic and 
cultural relations. 

Pointing out numerous prod- 
ucts and great potentials of the 
province, Tsikouris stressed that 
Fare Province could play a 'key 
role in promotion of bilateral co- 
operation. 

Meanwhile, Jahromi an- 
nounced the readiness of local 
businessmen to embark on exten- 
sive economic and trade coopera- 
tion with Greek tradesmen. 


Poland to Cooperate with 
Iran in Area of Housing 

TEHRAN (IRINA) - Housing and 0 


Urban Development Minister Ab- 
bas Ahmad Akhoundi in a meeting 
with Polish Regional Planning and 
Construction Minister Barbara 
Blida called for establishment of 
Irano-Polish joint companies. 

Akhoundi briefed Blida on 
Iran’s potentialities in the con- 
struction and housing sectors and 
in other areas in which Iran and 
Poland can establish mutual coop- 

Iran Elected Vice 
President of 
APTU General 
Assembly 

KUALA LUMPUR. MALAYSIA 
(IRNA) - The 5Sth Genera! Assem- 
bly of the Asin-Pacific Telecom- 
munication Union (APTU) 
opened in Kuala Lumpur on Tues- 
day 

^During the union's internal 
elections Tuesday morning, the 
director general for Radio Com- 
munication Department of Iran's 
Ministry of PosL Telegraph and 
Telephone. Hussein Mahyar. was 
elected for a three year term as the 
president of APTUs general as- 
sembly. 


eraiion. 

Blida outlined extensive activi- 
ties under way at Polish urban 
management councils and said that 
her ministry was ready to cooper- 
ate with Iran. 

■ She said that people in Poland 
have assumed a serious role in 
running municipal affairs and that 
her country was ready to offer its 
experiences in this field to Iran. 

Blida, who arrived here on 
Wednesday at the invitation of 
Akhoundi, is to meet with several 
Iranian ministers. 


TANDOOR 

Indian Restaurant of 
Hotel Tehran Sara 
the only authentic 
Indian cuisine 
Indian management 
Mofateh Ave.- Ardalan 
Street y opposite 
Shiroudi Stadium 
Open 7 days a week 

8825705, 882570 1 
8820954 


Ajs Educational Institute Requires 
Native Speakers 

No. 96, Fakhrerazi Ave., Enghelab Ave., 
Enghelab Sq., Tehran. 

M Phones 646 4302 

Please contact us Saturday through Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


her countries still have to pass 

through a long wav lo reform inCir 
trade structure. 

To benefit from the existing 
trade opportunities and 10 avoid 
hesitations and doubtful transac- 
tions in the current world situ- 
ation. the member stales should 
try to boost their trade abilities 
and attempt to produce non-tradi- 
tional and artificial commodities, 
he pointed out. 

Calling lack of a sound bank- 
ing and financial system in some 
of the member countries as a ma- 
jor cause of backwardness in the 
trade sector, the I ranian minister 
expressed hope that the newly es- 
tablished Islamic Insurance Com- 
pany would remove anxieties in 
the field of investments and ex- 
port credits. 



JAKARTA. INDONESIA 
(IRNA) - Iranian Deputy Com- 
merce Minister Nahavandian said 
in a meeting with Secretary -Gen- 
eral of the Association of South- 
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) Ajit 
Singh here on Thursday that ex- 
pansion of ties and cooperation 
between Iran and ASEAN mem- 
bers was necessary in view of 
Iran's status in A$ia and ECO. 

Singh. Referring to a decision 
made by the ASEAN and the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO) for expansion of bilateral 
ties through exchange of expen 
delegations within the framework 
of the international organizations, 
including the United Nation’s 
Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), 


Iran, Malaysia to Broaden 
Economic Exchanges 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - Deputy of the 
Director General of Iranian For- 
eign Ministry Department for 
South and Southeast Asia Hussein 
Shojaee told IRNA in Kuala Lum- 
pur Wednesday that Iran and Ma- 
layia had many yet undiscovered 
areas for trade exchanges between 
themselves. 

He said a joint economic com- 
mission was to identify new chan- 
nels for improving trade 
exchanges and economic coopera- 
tion between the two countries. 

The Iranian Foreign Ministry 
envoy said that in 1995 the total 


value of mutual trade exchange 
between the two countries stood at 
Si 64. 6 million making up 1 1 per- 
cent of the total value of Ma- 
lyasia’s foreign trade. 

The volume of trade exchange 
between Iran and Malaysia during 
the first half nf 1996 was 578.7 
million . 

Trade exchange between the 
two countries in the > ! 995 was 

50 percent higher tha h. preced- 
ing year. 

In 1991. the total value of 
Iran's exports to Malaysia was 
526.7 million which went up to 
S4S.9 million in 1995. 


said that a bright prospect was 
ahead for cooperation between the 
two bodies, especially coopers 
lion with Iran. 

In separate meetings with Indo- 
les ian coordination minister for 
economics, finance and industry 
and development services and co- 
ordination minister for industrial 
and trade affairs as well as Indo- 
nesian Foreign Ministry officials. 
Nahavandian said that circum- 
stances for Tehran-Jakana eco- 
nomic cooperation had become 
“very positive” in light of 4th 
convention of the Fourth Irano-In- 
doncsian Joint Economic Com- 
mission. 

He underlined the need for Ira- 
nian and Indonesian traders gain- 
ing, access to the latest data on 
trade and economy in their coun- 
tries. 

He added that a data system 
was operational at present ready to 
keep the traders abreast of their 
required information. 
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Tunisia to 
Purchase 
Iran’s Steel 
Products 

ISFAHAN (IRNA) - Tunisian 
Ambassador to Iran Mohammad 
Sa’d here Wednesday voiced the 
willingness of Tunisian business- 
men to purchase the products of 
Isfahan’s Mubarakeh Steel Com- 
plex. 

The ambassador accompanied 
by a group of Tunisian tradesmen 
inspected the production line, in 
central Iran, on Wednesday. 

Praising the high quality of the 
products, the ambassador said the 
complex is a source of pride both 
for Iran and world Muslims. 

The director of the exports de- 
partment of the complex said that 
175 tons of surplus produas 
have been exported during the past 
eight months. 

The products of the complex 
have been exported to 23 countries 
since it became operational in 
1991, he added. 


I 

•r?r 
5 V- 


V V 


This Week's Trading at TSE 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - A “total of 
10.241.74S shares, worth over 
62.336 billion rials, were traded in 
8.489 turns tor 5, 1 10 applicants 
here at -Tehran Stock Exchange 
iTSE) from November 9-13. 

In diis week's dealings, shares 
of 45 out of 136 companies in- 
creased between one rial and 
2.000 rials, while those of 18 mb-' 
ers remained unchanged. 


General price index of shares 
for this week reached 2,044.42 
points, showing a rise of 10.56 
points compared to that of last 
week. 

Sunday was the busiest day of 
this week for trade of 4.054,130 
shares, worth over 27.41 1 billion 
rials, in i .415 turns for 579 appli- 
cants. 
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Qaderi, director general of 
LSA of Central Province 

In a ceremony held in the pres- 
ence of Musavi, the political dep- 
uty of the governor-general and 
chairman of board of trustees of 
the Central Province Refah’ Work- 
ers’ Sports Club, director general 
of Labor and Social Affairs 
(LSA). executive deputy of the 
Labor House and several directors 
and management of industries of 
the province, tbe winners of work- 
ers’ sports competitions were 
commended and awarded. 

Addressing the ceremony, Ne- 
matollah Qaderi, director general 
of LSA of Central Province said 
he was pleased to serve the good 
and thriving people of the Central 
Province which is abundant with 
talented people. 

"Should we consider natural 
resources as a divine investment, 
we need efficient and healthy 
manpower to correctly exploit 
such resources. " Qaderi said. 

He said physical sports was 


very instrumental in the physical 
and spiritual well-being of work- 
ers and that the Ministry of Labor 
and Social Affairs has built many 
sports and recreation centers to 
protea and improve the health of 
the laborers. 

"We need to expand our sports 
facilities and build new sports 
clubs and fortunately the Saveh 
Sports Complex is under construc- 
tion and another complex is being 
built at Mahallat. We are also 
building the No. 2 Workers’ 
Sports Club in Arak and hope it 
will be completed shortly," the 
director of LSA of Central Prov- 
ince added. 

Qaderi said 74 sports teams 
comprising 1.072 athletes from 
Central Province have partici- 
pated in provincial and nationwide 
sports competitions during the 

first six months of the current Ira- 
nian year. 

"Our track and field team has 
ranked first, our football team sec- 
ond, our weightlifting team third 
and our women have scored sec- 
ond in body building in the nation- 
wide competitions," said Qaderi 
adding that several individual ath- 
letes bad ranked first to third po- 
sitions in the competitions. 

He said due to lack of funds, 
the Central Province will host two 
nationwide competitions during 
the second half of the year and 
Machinsazd Arak Company has 
undertaken to sponsor the first 
competition. 

"Certain incidents during 
working hours are the result of 
physical and spiritual unfitness, 
and should we make physical 


sports universal, we can minimize 
such incidents, " Qaderi con- 
cluded. 

Musavi, the political-deputy of 
Central Province's governor-gen- 
eral and chair man of the board of 
trustees of the Refah Club in the 
province said Central Province 
has the poremiai to expand, and 
due to expansion of industries, 
sport is also expected to expand 
and flourish in the province. 

He said Islam attaches great 
value to sport and a worker who 
has a healthy physique will have a 


also should pay special attention 
to this issue." said Musavi. 

He said several factories in the 
province have built sports com- 
plexes which are limited in num- 
ber and cannot meet the workers’ 
demand "and we need to build 
independent sports complexes for 
our workers.’ 

Lauding the model sportsmen 
who had fetched honor for the 
province. Musavi said the man- 
agement of factories and compa- 
nies must try to encourage sport 
and consider it as a fundamental 
duty. 





Director general of Labor and Social Affairs of Central Province I 
and political deputy of governor-general of Central Province 

At the conclusion of the cere- 
mony. 80 model labor athletes 
were commended by tbe digoiiaf - 
ics of the province and were pms* 
sented with diplomas of honor and 
prizes. 


better output. 

“A study of developed nations 
reveals that they are very careful 
about the physical and intellectual 
well-being of their citizens, and 
our nation and Central Province 
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itself. However, a friend of mine 
told flic she has lad (he same con- 
ation, but her doctor calls it 
edema. Is this a more serious con- 
diiioQ than mine, or is my condi - 
rihn more serious than I though!? 
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He also stated that Muscat be- 
lieves unity and solidarity among 
regional states would leave no 
room for foreigners' regional 
presence. He also underlined that 
Oman would focus its efforts on 
seeking a solution justifiable to 
alL 

He hoped that Iran and Oman 
would succeed in solving their 
disputes as soon as possible. 

Hojjatoleslam Nateq-Nouri 
thanked Oman for adopting logi- 
cal stand vis-a-vis Iran and on 
such issues as the d' Amato bill. 

• .saving that the country’s efforts 
. were aimed at restoring peace and 
friendship among regional stales. 

- He added that Oman has 
proved h can play a positive role 
in removing wrong perceptions 
shout Iran. 

The Majlis Speaker said that 
settlement of disputes and estab- 
lishment of good ties with re- 
gional states are the "permanent 
and institutionalized" policy of 
Iran. IRNA rep orted. 



He said Uni before the inci- 
dent. and during his stay in Iran, 
the accused Iranian had been ar- 
rested in Iran for a very substan- 
tial debt to his creditors, and that 
he had been bailed out to stand 
trial later on. 

The ayaiollah said- during his 
conditional release in Iran the said 
person fled to Germany. He said 
there were people in Europe to 
identify such people for very spe- 
cial exploits which explained the 
reason he had been arrested in 
Germany. 

Tlie I >cad of the Judiciary said 
the German court had even sum- 
moned the one-time Iranian Presi- 
dent Banisadr — now an emigre 
in Europe - for testimony against 
the inflicted Iranian, but that even 
the Gentian court had rejected 
Banisadr 's testimony as unsub- 
stantiated. 








Rawhani is in Dublin heading 
a parliamentary delegation. He 
also summarized Iran's regional 
peace-seeking policies, its active 
role in the promotion of peace and 
stability in Afghanistan, Tajikis- 
tan and Northern Iraq and on the 
setriemeni of disputes between Su- 
dan and Uganda - 

He voiced Iran's readiness to 
cooperate with the European Un- 
ion (EU) in promoting regional 
peace -seeking measures. He un- 
to derlmcd that Iran was interested in 
expanding ues with the EU in line 
. with the interests oi Iranian and 
European nations. 

. He hoped that Iran's ties with 
the EU would be further consoli- 
dated in lire course of Ireland s 
presidency of the 15-nation or- 
ganization. 

Robinson expressed Ireland s 
willingness tor the expansion ol 
mutual ties and underlined the im- 
portance of Tehran- Dublin tics in 
bringing the two countries closer. 

She added that Iranian and Irish 
people’s adherence to religious 
belie Is and spiritual^ v'ouid 
_ serve as an important factor i°r 


consolidation of bilateral lies in 
future. 

Rowhani and the accompany- 
ing delegation also Thursday met 
separately with the Irish speaker 
as well as the members of the 
Investment and Economic Strat- 
egy Commission and the Agricul- 
ture Committee. 

Rowhani, in his meeting with 
the Irish agriculture, food and in- 
dustry minister, outlined Iran’s 
viewpoints regarding the Second 
Five-Year Economic Develop- 
ment Plan 0995-1999) on the de- 
velopment of agricultural 
priorities and highlighted existing 
grounds for mutual agricultural 
cooperation in the areas of inter- 
est. 

He underlined the sensitivities 
of Iranian people, media and re- 
lated officials on the import of 
healthy animal products. 

The Irish agriculture minister 
emphasized on the importance of 
continued exchange of views by 
the two countries’ officials, call- 
ing the tallcs as "helpful' and 
hoped that bilateral ties would fur- 
ther expand in future in light of the 
effective continuation of subjects 
agreed upon by the two sides, 
IRNA reported 




Morteza Sarmadi, deputy for- 
eign minister for communications 
affairs, told Bachmann that Ger- 
man judicial officials have in- 
dulged an ugly political game 
against the Islamic Republic un- 
der Israel's influence. 

He specified that repeated vain 
allegations. • insults and baseless 
accusations with political motiva- 
tion and distanced from the judi- 
cial realities by the German 
federal prosecutor against Iran's 
most senior religious and political 
officials, proves that the German 
judicial power has tarnished its 
credit through politicizing its law- 
court under lire impact of the Zi- 
onist regime. 

Sarmadi said that the charges 
are based on the testimony of cer- 
tain people whose records include 
terrorist activities like hijacking 
and masterminding sabotage acts 
against the Islamic government 
and Iranian people. He added that 
ttre records arc available in Ira- 
nian courts. 

The deputy foreign minister 
underlined that the Islamic Re- 
public's government would not 
tolerate such insults. He added 
tint such hostile measures would 
ndvcrsclv affect die bilateral rela- 
tions and the German government 
is to be blamed Tor ns conse- 
quences. IRNA reported. 

Meanwhile, according to a re- 
port thousands of Iranians demon- 
strated in from of the German 
Embassy yesterday to protest Ger- 
man accusations that Iran was in- 
volved in a 1992 assassination m 

Berlin. u nof 

The demonstration was held ar- 

icr Fridav prayers. The demonsia- 
tors were chanting slogans such as 
• Death to America' and ‘Death to 


ficials said. 

Negotiations on implementing 
the Hebron handover only began 
under U.S. prompting on October 
6 after unprecedented clashes 
erupted in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip between Israeli troops and 
armed Palestinian police. 

The Palestinians have also re- 
portedly agreed not to place police 
stations within a kilomerer (0.6 
miles) of the Jewish areas and to 
increase the number of joint pa- 
trols in the city. 

Israeli and Palestinian security 
officials meanwhile said they had 
■completed preparations for the 
rransfer of power in Hebron and 
could complete -the maneuver 
within hours. 

Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai said army reinforce- 
ments had already been sent to the 
city to prevent attempts by Pales- 
tinian or Jewish radicals to disrupt 
the pullout. 

And in a related development, 
settlers opposed to giving up any 
of Hebron protested -yesterday 
outside Netanyahu’s Jerusalem of- 
fice. 
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Israeli and Palestinian leaders. 


nition regarding the topics of 
discussion among themselves. 1 

For instance, he noted, when it s 
is said that terrorism is bad it c 
should apply to all countries, in- s 

eluding the United Stales. 

"If we have a proper definition 
about terrorism and review the 
operation of various countries 
about terrorism with a single 
yardstick, then we will find out 
that the U.S. and Israel are on the 
top of internati onal terrorism." he 
pointed out 

He added: "Our revolutionary 
experience and the record we 
have about the U.S. operations, 
tell us not to accept the kind of 
peace and human rights that the 
U.S. claims to advocate." He cited 
Afghanistan as an example. 

Habibi said Iran would accept 
and support a peace and security 
which would guarantee real inde- 
pendence and freedom for na- 
tions. "And this is exactly what 
our religioa Islam has taught us.” 
Turning to the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks, Habibi stated: "What 
is under way in the name of peace 
talks will not only have no posi- 
tive result, but would lead to the 
diversion of the public opinion." 

He said Israel was the main 
stumbling block on the way of 
peace because "as the world is 
witnessing- and some European 
countries have also experienced it 
Netanyahu is the greatest obstacle 

in the way of peace." 

He added that the anu-lran 

propaganda in the West about the 

pence talks "was just a political 
name by the U.S. and Israel.” 
Thanking Habibi for his out- 
spoken stances. Bruton said the 
European Community has never 
asreed to Israel's obstructions but 
rather criticised this Israeli posi- 
tion. He added that the EU was 
also unhappy that the Oslo agree- 
ment had not been implemented. 
"We are consulting our friends in 
the Middle East about this mat- 
ter " Bruton noted. 

He also hoped tliat the EU 
would be able to find an appropri- 
ate solution to the Middle East 
problem within the context of the 
United Nations. 

In another development. 
Habibi met with Syrian Prime 
Minister Mehmoud al-Zohbi and 
■ discussed -regional issues. 

• Al-Zohbi told Habibi that so 

: far tlie Zionist regime has proven 


that "it does not believe in peace, 
and European countries have also 
realized ft." 

The Syrian prime minister said 
♦ha t his country is ready to form a 
joint ministerial commission with 
Iran and is interested in exchange 
of high-level visits between the 
two countries' authorities. 

Habibi. in turn, said that Iran is 
well aware of the stances of Syria 
against plots orchestrated by the 
aliens. He noted that the regional 
developments necessitate that 
presidents of the two countries 
meet and esebange views on the 
issues. 

Moroccan Prime Minister Ab- 
dul Latif Filali also met with 
Habibi and said contacts between 
officials of the Islamic countries 
to exchange views on crucial is- 
sues is a must 

Filali said. "Most of our (Is- 
lamic countries’) problems ensue 
because others meddle in our in- 
ternal matters." 

He said that people in Morocco 
attach significant importance to 
ties with the Islamic Republic and 
these ties could be accelerated 
through closer economic links. 

The potentials of the Islamic 
countries should remain at the dis- 
posal of the Muslims. Habibi said. 

"Iran's cooperation with Cen- 
tral Asia and the Caucasus could 
serve as a model of multinational 
cooperation for others." Habibi 
said. 



Minister Mullah Muhammed 
G baus and Dostam's repre- 
sentative General Mohammed 
Pain da in Islamabad. 

He later told reporters that the 
Taliban appeared willing to pull 
their troops and heavy weapons 
out of Kabul once a cease-fire was 
signed. 

Observers in Tehran welcome 
such a piece of news from neigh- 
boring Pakistan and hope that the 
U.N. envoy Holl will be allowed 
lo play his role to settle the dis- 
pute in Afghanistan without inter- 
ference of outsiders. 

The Taliban, who came from 
theological schools, first appeared 
on the Afghan scene in 1994. op- 
posing the forces which had over- 
thrown the Soviet-backed regime 
in 1992. . 

The Taliban's interpretation of 
Islam drew criticism both from 
the regional countries and else- 
where in the Islamic world. 

In Tehran, the Leader of the Is- 
lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei last month criti- 
cized them for acting ‘in the name 
of Islam while carrying out ac- 
tions unacceptable by Islam. 

The leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood of Egypt Mustafa 
Mnshhotis also sharply criticized 
the Taliban for the crude and dis- 
!> listing way it was trying to im- 
pose Islamic dictates on 
Afghanistan. 



nottneing airy pretext in this re- 
gard. and taking serious action in 
response to the use of food as an 
international political weapon. 

C. Paying careful attention to 
rural women's share in the 
achievement of sustainable devel- 
opment. food security', and opti- 
mal consumption; providing the 
necessary facilities in order to ex- 
tend their activities and to en- 
hance the level of their 
knowledge. This proves to oe an 
efiectiv e measure to combat hun- 
ger and malnutrition. 

II. Academic, Technical and 
Social Measures 


A. Adopting due policies in ti 

line with the propagation of opti- g 

mal consumption patterns: giving o 

variety to the routines of food pro- 
duction and consumption; provid- ti 

Log internationally effective ii 

methods so as to decrease post- e 

harvest losses and lower the pres- fi 

sure exerted on the principal \ 

resources. f 

B. Optimizing and developing r 

sound and decent technology 
aligned with environmental con- j 

siderations which shall, no doubt. : 

lead to the enliancemeni of food t 

production. I 

r. Developing research activi- | 

ties and applied studies. 3S well as I 

encouraging a social trend of in- ; 

formation dissemination in order i 

to preserve fundamental re- i 

sources. 

D. Offering effective aca- 
demic. technical- and financial as- 
sistance to volunteer countries in 
order to establish research centers 
for.tlie biological control of plant 
pests and pathogenic agents and 
production of bio-pcsticides and 
to set up two or three such inter- 
national centers and support them 
financially through an interna- 
tional fund to be specifically allo- 
cated by the FAO. 

E. Helping tlie developing 
countries through transfer of tech- 
nology. know-how. and capital in- 
vestment to augment food 
production. 

F. Seriously extending biologi- 
cal and non-chemical means of 
controlling pests and pathogenic 
agents and applying organic fertil- 
izers instead of chemical ones. 

G. Improving the living stand- 
ards of rural communities in order 
to prevent migrations to the cities. 

m Trade and Financial 
Measures 

A. Making international ar- 
rangements for the transfer of ex- 
cess agricultural produce lo vul- 
nerable regions, and preventing 
food annihilation practiced 
against the inoral ethics for the 
purpose of keeping food prices 
high. 

B. Establishing an interna- 
tional Tund so as to compensate 
for tlie damages to those countries 
which are forced to stop produc- 
tion in some fields since such pro- 
duction would leave destructive 
effects on the environment and 

basic resources. 

C. Making joint regional and 
international investment in order 
to elevate the food security index 
through enhancement of produc- 
tion and improvement of distribu- 
tion. 

D Founding an international 
food security subsidy. 

E. Allocating a portion of the 
profit obtained by chemicals pro- 
ducers to the food security and 
1 production improvement activi- 

! tics This originates from the fact 

that they contribute to the envi- 
ronmental pollution and render 
unavoidable losses to the funda- 
n mental resources in one way or 
another. 

"Tlie Islamic teachings attach 
prime importance to decent utili- 
zation of all the blessings that Al- 
mighty God has granted man 
regarding communal food sccu- 
in ritv. health, and poverty allev ia- 


tion. Islam has offered practical 
guidelines for proper actualization 
of the aforesaid goals. 

Following these instructions, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
inserted into our Constitution sev- 
eral principles regarding the need 
for poverty suppression and depri- 
vation elimination in regard to 
food, accommodation, employ- 
menu and health care. 

This legislation has. likewise, 
put great emphasis on the gener- 
alization of insurance, realization 
of self-sufficiency in agriculture 
to meet the nation's basic needs: 
prevention of extravagance in 
food consumption; increase in the 
agricultural and livestock produc- 
tion: environment protection and 
campaign against its irreversible 
destruction and pollution. 

For the proper actualization of 
the above-mentioned points, ut- 
most care has been levied on the 
uuplemenlation of food security 
and natural resources’ preserva- 
tion following the victory of the 
Islamic Revolution of Iran. In the 
face of economic sanctions 
slapped on the country during the 
eight-year imposed war and Iran s 
grant" of shelter lo millions of 
refugees, the country has achieved 
great success in the fields of water 
management, optima! utilization 
of water resources, decrease in 
food Losses, rehabilitation and de- 
velopment of the rural areas and 
increase in food production. 


The country’ total agricultural 
produce soared from 43 million 
ions in 1989 to 61.2 million tons 
in 1994. The amount of wheat 
produced has increased from 7.2 
million tons to about 12 million 
tons during the First Five-Year 
Development Plan (1989-1994). 
In tire same way. livestock pro- 
duction has increased from 5 mil- 
lion tons to 6.2 million tons, and 
the average energy provided has 
risen from 2.800 kcal to 3.900 
kcal in the final year of the plan. 

In conclusion, Habibi insured 
all those caring for mankind's 
dignity and honor that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is ready to share 
actively in the movement for the 
realization of global "sustainable 
food security". 

He also expressed sincere hope 
that the global community would 
comprehend the significance of 
collaboration and understanding 
in the establishment of peace the 
world over and succeed in adopt- 
ing due academic, technical and 
practical approaches in order to 
help realize "sustainable food se- 
’ entity" and provide "Food for 
All".’ 

"The Islamic Republtc of Iran 
shall actively take part in this 
great feat with all its might and 
main." he said. 




ing Herat and the Afghan capital 
of” Kabul. 620 kilometers (370 
milest away. 

Since throw ins out the govern- 
ment of Burhanuddin Rabbani 
from Kabul last September the 
Taliban has been locked in a fero- 
cious battle with its enemies. 




Caspian Sea Littoral States Council the littoral states 
nrus^ attempt to settle ambiguities, iron out differe nces. 
and dose their ranks in order to prevent foreigners from 

P Tho^Sspfon littoralstates which are reluctan t to ea se 
their stances and insist on division of the sea according to 
the coastlines must realise that from thedays ofyorethe 
Caspian Sea has served as the symbol of peace and 
friendship and should remain as such. — 
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PALE. BOSNIA -HERZE- 
GOVINA < AFP) - The trial by a 
Bosnian Serb tribunal of Bosnian 
President Alija l 2 etbegovic for al- 
leged involvement in war crimes 
will open on December 24, offi- 
cials said here yesterday. 

Izetbegovic was indicted of 
"war crimes against r_he civilian 
population" on September 11 by 
prosecutors in Banja Luka, the 
largest town in the Serb entity in 
Bosnia. 

The charge sheer was handed 
over to peacekeepers of the Imple- 
mentation Force (IFOR) in Pale 
along with a request to bring the 
accused to the trial, said Goran 
Neskovic, deputy justice minister 
in the Serb Republic. 

Izetbegovic is accused of hav- 
ing ordered the systematic perse- 
cution and killing of Serbs in his 
capacity as commander-in-chief 
of the Bosnian army. 

According to another Teport, a 
official said Thursday that 
NATO's Peace 'Implementation 
Force, IFOR, confiscated weap- 
ons from Bosnian Croat forces and 
imposed a flight ban on the Bos- 
nian Serb military. 

"(IFOR) troops confiscated 14 
AK-47S from an HVQ (Bosnian 
Croat militia) convoy returning to 
Posusje (Wednesday) because 
they were unauthorized," Major 
Simon Haselock, an IFOR spokes- 
man said. 

IFOR strictly controls weapons 
movements in Bosnia and often 
seizes unauthorized weapons for 
destruction. 

Clinton 
Postponing 
Most Cabinet 
Appointments 
Until Next Year 

WASHINGTON, U.S.A. (AFP)- 
Desphe efforts to renew his ad- 
ministration as quickly as possible 
U.S. President Bill Clinton will 
postpone most of his Cabinet ap- 
pointments until January, the 
White House said.’ 

"We started off, I think, a little 
too fast paced." White House 
Press Secretary Michael McCuny 
admitted Thursday, referring to 
the quick appointment of a new 
White House chief of staff last 
week. 

"That may have led to inflated 
expectations," he said. 

The post-election period, he 
added, would be taken up with 
consultations and a vetting process 
of candidates to most Cabinet 
posts. 

"During the month of Decem- 
ber, we’ll be doing that type of 
work ... and I expect that will then 
lead to .... announcements ... 
right about the beginning of the 
year or early in the new year," he 
added. 

"The inauguration date is Janu- 
ary 20th. And clearly, we want to 
be in a position to present names 
to the Senate so that we will have 
a team ready to go on that day," 
McCuny said. 

He hinted, however, that ap- 
pointments for a new National Se- 
curitv team — including 
secretaries of state and defense - 
could come before year’s end. 


S’- 







FRANCE: Three heads of the collegiate Bosnian leadership, Serb Momcilo Krajisnik (2nd L), 
Muslim Alija Izetbegovic (2nd R) and Croat Kresimir Zubak (R), with Swedish negotiator Karl 
Bildt (L), are welcomed by French Foreign Minister, Herve de Charette(C),Nov. 13 in Paris, one 
day before the opening of an international conference aimed at consolidating the peace 
process. ;afp photo) 

Greek Cypriots Protest Against 
Breakaway Turkish Cypriot Republic 


ANKARA. TURKEY (AFP) - A 
new round of US. -sponsored 
pence talks between rival Iraqi 
Kurd factious began yesterday in 
.Ankara with an initial aim of bol- 
stering the ccasc-firc accord in 
northern Iraq. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Robcn Pclicircau. who is 
diairing tlie negotiations, said the 
first objective was to strengthen 
the accord between the Iraqi- 
backed Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) and its rival the Pa- 
triotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 

Apart from Pcilctreau and sen- 
ior KDP and PUK officials. Brit- 
ish and Turkish diplomats as well 
ns representatives from northern 
Iraq's Turkish-speaking Turco- 
man community arc at the meet- 
ing 

Pclicircau said at the start of 
the talks that the United States. 
Turkey and Britain will continue 
their cooperation to eliminate ter- 
rorism in the region 

Nearly 2.5o» people have been 
killed in the inter-Kurdish fight- 
ing in the past two years. Repre- 
sentatives front the KDP and the 


PUK agreed to a permanent 
ccase-firu in the first round of 
U.S. -brokered peace talks two 
weeks ago. 

PcUctresii had warned Iran on 
his arrival in Ankara on Thursday 
to keep out of the talks if efforts to 
bring peace to the region are to 
succeed The KDP accuses the 
PUK of receiving support from 
Tehran, cltargcs denied by the 
PUK. 

"A!! our efforts are being made 
within the contort of the unity' and 
territorial integrity of Iraq. This 
means that Iran has no place in 
these negotiations. Iran should de- 
sist from any efforts to exploit or, 
destabilize tlic situation in north- 
ern Iraq." Pclicircau said. 

H Wc hope that the government 
in Baghdad will support the 
ecnsc-firc as well and take steps to 
meet its obligations to the U.N. 
Security’ Council” be added. 

Fighting erupted in northern 
Iraq in late August and the KDP 
of Massud Barzani, backed by 
Baghdad forces, captured the Iraqi 
Kurd “capital" of Axbil from Jalal 
Talabani s PUK. 


Police, Pro-Democracy 
Activists Clash in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (AFP) -police yes- said. 


NICOSIA. CYPRUS (AFP) - 
Thousands of Greek Cypriots 
staged protests here yesterday 
against the proclamation by Turk- 
ish Cypriots 13 years ago of a 
breakaway republic in the north- 
ern third of the Mediterranean is- 
land. 

On the other side of the "green 
line" separating Nicosia, the 
world’s last divided capital, cele- 
brations were scheduled to be held 
to mark the November 15, 1983 
declaration of the Turkish Repub- 
lic of Northern Cyprus. 

The breakaway republic, 
headed by Rauf Denktash, is rec- 
ognized only by Turkey, which 

Iraq Accuses 
Ekeus 

BAGHDAD. IRAQ (AFP) - Iraq 
accused U.N. Disarmament Chief 
Rolf Ekeus yesterday of ignoring 
its cooperative efforts and inflat- 
ing unimportant issues that im- 
pede the lifting of the oil 
embargo. 

"Ekeus has adopted a curious 
attitude towards Iraq, he inflates 
the details and creates balloons 
that could explode, while he re- 
mains silent on die positive 
points" of cooperation, the official 
Baghdad daily At-Thwara said. 

The paper added that the Iraqi 
government lias "always cooper- 
ated" with the U.N. Special Com- 
mission on Disarming Iraq 
lUNSCOM). chaired by Ekeus. 
“providing requested information 
and documents and opening its 
doors to inspectors " 

Yeltsin Address 
to Nation 
Postponed 

MOSCOW. RUSSIA (AFP) - 
President Boris Yeltsin will not 
make a previously announced ad- 
dress ro the nation this week, a 
Kremlin spokesman said yester- 
day, without naming a new date 
for the planned’ broadcast. 

Earlier the Kremlin said Yell- 
sin would make a radio or televi- 
sion broadcast this week, 
probably yesterday 


invaded northern Cyprus in 1974 
after a Greek-Cypriot coup in Ni- 
cosia aimed at uniting the island 
with Greece. 

Thousands of Greek Cypriots, 


including hundreds of schoolchil- 
dren wearing black armbands, 
gathered in Eleftheria (freedom) 
Square for a live concert, wit- 
nesses said. 


terday clashed with pro-democ; 
racy demonstrators protesting at 
china’s plans to install an ap- 
pointed legislature in Hong Kong 
after the territory returns to Chi- 
nese rule- on July 1, witnesses 


taian-IMen Talks oh lew Accord Cast in Doubt 


MOSCOW. RUSSIA (AFP) - 
Russian government officials yes- 
terday denied that a high-level 
meeting with Chechen repre- 
sentatives was imminent, while in 
Grozny a separatist leader said a 
senior Chechen official would ar- 
rive in Moscow within 'hours for 
talks. 

The conflicting signals came a 
day after a member of the separa- 
tist-dominated Chechen coalition 
government told AFP that 
Chechen First Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Movladi Udugov and Presi- 


dential Security Adviser AKhmed 
Zakayev would travel to Moscow 
yesterday. 

According to Udugov. the visit 
would be aimed aiJirctfizing an 
accord on economic aid and the 
withdrawal of Russian troops re- 
maining in Chechnya, it would be 
signed later by Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
and his Chechen counterpart 
Aslan Maskbadov. 

However. Chernomyrdin’s 
aide Sergei Slipchenko. quoted by 
Interfax news aeenev. said: "We 


are not expecting anyone - they 
haven't com eyed any official re- 
quest fora meeting." 

Udugov meanwhile confirmed 
tliat Zakayev would travel to 
Moscow yesterday, but said he 
himself had decided not to go 
there. Itar-Tass news agency re- 
ported. 

The Russian government de- 
nied that any meeting between 
Chernomyrdin and Maskhadov 
was due to take place in the near 
future. 





GROZNY, RUSSIAN FEDERATION: The new secretary of the Russian Security Council Ivan 
Ryfakin (R), shakes hands with Tim Guldiman (2nd L), the OSCE representative in Chechnya 
as Chechen information Minister Movlady Udugov (L) looks at journalists prior to their 
negotiations in Grozny Nov. 12. Rybkin later characterized the talks as "very successful and 
constructive". Man (2nd R) is unidentified. 


(AFP Photo) 


said. 

Twelve people were arrested 
during a brief but heated scuffle in 
which a group of activists burst 
into the Hong Kong convention 
and exhibition center, the venue 
for a meeting chaired by Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen. 

They shouted slogans and tried 
to unfold banners before they were 
pounced upon by security guards 
and hauled out. 

A police spokesman said the 12 
were taken to the police station in 
Wanchai district for questioning, 
and faced possible charges of ob- 
structing police in die course of 
their duty. 

They were later released on 
bail, the local radio RTHK re- 
ported. 

Another confrontation took 
place outside the building in which 
protesters carrying a mode coffin, 
representing the death of Hong 
Kong democracy, pushed against 
a cordon of police. 

The protests were triggered by 
a meeting of the 400-member Se- 
lection Committee, aChfrja- 
formed electoral body, which was ^ 
drawing up a shortlist of caiifi- 
dates running to head (far'pqst- 
1 997 Hong Kong govemunsriL : . 

Czechs Vote 
for New Upper 
House of : 
Parliament ' 

PRAGUE. CZECH (AFP) - 
Czechs were to begin voting yes- 
terday for a new Upper House of 
Parliament in an exercise -Prune 
M inister Vaclav Klaus hoped 
would reverse the setback his 
right-wing government suffered 
general elections in June. - 

The SI -member senate, was 
provided for in the 1992 constitu- 1 
tion but until June neither Klaus 
nor leftist opposition Leader Milos 
Zeman was iu a hurry to set it up. 

Klaus feared it would hinder 
die work of a parliament domi- 
nated by his ruling coalition, while 
Zeman queried the need ft* dw 
chamber at all. 
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Refugees Stream into Goma, 70 000 
Flee Fighting on Zairean-Ugandan Border 
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GOMA. ZAIRE (AFP) - An enti- 
les^ Stream of Rwandan refugees 
poured -into the rebel-held east 
Tair ean town of Goma yesterday 
apd-thousands returned across the 
bmj&cn their homeland as for- 
c^r>tnwps began flying to die 
region to help them. 

. The: refugees, together with 
thousands of Zaireans who had 
fled Goma when rebels battled for 
control of the town at the start of 
November, said Rwandan Hutu 
mih'tiaroen who had held them un- 
der their sway had fled further into 
Zaire. 

On Thursday, heavy arms fire 
was heard as the mainly Tutsi 
Zjjrean rebels appeared to have 
‘"^surrounded the Mugunga camp, 
where Hutu Interahamwe militias 
and Rwandan former goverament 
troops had set up a pocket of resis- 
tance. 

.This road from Mugunga. 
which in recent weeks became die 
largest refugee camp in the world 
with more than 450,000 people cut 
off from aid by fighting, and sake 
hay bn lake Kivu, was foil of a 


column of people. 

Meanwhile, some 70.000 peo- 
ple have fhj*| dieir homes near the 
Ugandan-Zairean border follow- 
ing intensified fighting there, the 
official new vision newspaper re- 
ported here yesterday. 

Quoting .military sources, the 
paper said the fighting, which was 
in its third day, was between 
Ugandan rebels based in eastern 
Zaire supported by Zairean 
troops, and Ugandan government 
forces aided by Zairean Tutsi re- 
bels. 

According to another report 
from Rome, Zairean Vice Premier 
Mutomho Bakafwa Nsenda said 
yesterday that Zaire has not been 
formally notified of plans for a 
multinational force to help the mil- 
lion refugees on its territory and 
must obtain such notification if the 
intervention is to take place. 

He told reporters that in any 
case Zaire will not allow aid to be 
brought to die refugees in eastern 
Zaire since it wants the refugees to 
leave and receive the relief in their 
home countries of Rwanda and 


Burundi. 

Aid "must be placed in 
Rwanda, and distributed in 
Rwanda," Mutambo told report- 
ers at a press conference on the 
sidelines of the U.N. World Food 
Summit. Burundian refugees are 
also in eastern Zaire. 

The United States, Canada. 
France and Britain are finalizing 
plans to deploy to rescue the refu- 
gees in Zaire. The U.N. Security 
Council is expected to authorize 
the intervention force later yester- 
day, with a mandate of four and a 
half months running to March 3 1 . 
1997. 



ROME, ITALY: Pope John-Paul II (C) with United Nations 
Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali (L) and FAO Director Gen- 
eral Jacques Diouf (R) pose for photographers after Pope 
John Paul delivered his speech for the opening of the World 
Food Summit Nov. 13 in Rome. 

(AFP Photo) 


N. Korea Again Threatens to Restart Nuclear Program 
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Police Go on Top Alert 
Following Miss 
World Suicide 


BANGALORE, INDIA (AFP) - 
' Police went on maximum alen 
here after a man burnt himself to 
death in protest against India’s 
hosting of the Miss World Beauty 
* Contest, a top official said yester- 
day. ' 

But die pageant organizers, de- 
spite further suicide threats by op- 
ponents to the event, said they had 
do plans to hold talks with the 
protesters. 

Bangalore City Police Com- 
missioner Sarat Chandra Burman 
told AFP: "We will go on full alert 
right away.* 

"Two thousand police, includ- 
iog 35 officers with commando 
operation experience, have al- 
ready beat deploy ed at the hotel 
where the 89 pageant contestants 


are staying." 

Burman, who is also hoping to 
draft in another 14,000 police re- 
inforcements, was speaking after 
a 24-year-old committed suicide 
Thursday in Madurai, a temple 
town about 450 kilometers (281 
miles) south of Madras. 

Suresh Kumar, a member of a 
Communist Youth Group, poured 
kerosene over his body and set 
himself on fire in the southern 
state of Tamil Nadu, reportedly 
shouting slogans against the ongo- 
ing pageant before collapsing. 

Ashwini Singla, spokesman for 
organizers Amitabh Bach chan 
Corporation Lid. (ABCL), said 
yesterday: "We do not see any 
need to talk to the protesters." 


SEOUL. S. KOREA (AFP) - 
North Korea yesterday again 
threatened to restart its nuclear 
weapons program and break a 
1 994 accord with Washington, ac- 
cusing the United States of bow- 
ing to South Korean anger over a 
submarine incursion. 

"We cannot keep the nuclear 
program frozen any longer only to 
get heavy oil ... with no impor- 
tance given to when the light- 
water reactors will be provided," 
the North's Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) said. 

The statement was a reference 
to South Korea's refusal to go 


Turkish Troops 
I Killed 85 Kurds 


DIYARBAKIR, TURKEY (itm- 
ter) - Turkish iroops have killed 85 
Kurdish rebels in clashes over the 
last four days, security officials 
said yesterday. 

The emergency rule governor's 
office said in a statement that 62 
guerrillas from the separatist 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) 
were kitted in an operation which 
began on Thursday in Hakkari 
province near Turkey's border 
with Iraq. 
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DHAKTfl RANT! anFSM- Student supporters of Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
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Indemnity Act of 1975 that banned the trial (afp Photo) 


ahead with the building of two 
light-water Duclear reactors 
(LWR's) for the North until 
Pyongyang apologizes for the 
submarine incursion. 

"As a result, the framework 
agreement, which was concluded 
by sincere efforts of the DPRK 
(North Korea) and the United 
States two years ago. marking an 
epoch-making occasion in ensur- 
ing peace in the peninsula, has 
now been at stake." the news 
agency said. 

"If the U.S. is interested in the 
implementation of the bilateral 
agreement even a little bit. it must 


take a reasonable view of the pre- 
sent situation and have a responsi- 
ble position. 1 ' KCNA said. 

Seoul and Washington have both 
said they want the 1994 nuclear 
agreement struck in Geneva, to 
hold despite the September 18 in- 
cursion of the submarine which a 
captured crew member said was 
on a spy mission with 26 men 
aboard. 

But Seoul, which has agreed to 
pay the bulk of the $4.5 billion for 
the LWR's. has said Pyongyang 
should apologize before its engi- 
neers return to the North to begin 
construction work. 


Demonstrations in East Timor 
Enter Fourth Day 


JAKARTA, INDONESIA (AFP) - 
Protests in troubled East Timor 
continued for the fourth consecu- 
tive day yesterday, with more than 
1.000 youths staging a three-hour 
sit-in on a university campus, offi- 
cials there said. 

"They were not only our stu- 
dents. but also others who came 
from almost all universities and 


high schools here." said Dionisio 
Soares, an East Timor University 
official said. 

Soares, speaking by telephone 
from the East Timorese capital of 
Dili, said university officials had 
talked with representatives of the 
protesters and "they have now 
agreed to disperse and return 
home." 


Winston Lord Quits State 
Department; Steered U.S. 
Asia Policy 


WASHINGTON. U.S.A. (AFP) - 
Assistant Secretary of State Win- 
ston Lord, the top Asia hand in 
President Bill Clinton’s admini- 
stration. said Thursday he will 
leave the State Department in 
January to return to private life. 

"I am planning to leave, and I 
informed my superiors of that 
some time ago. no matter how the 
election came out." Lord told re- 
porters. adding dial he planned to 
depart "on or about January 20." 

Lord, widclv respected among 
Asian officials, find been expected 

Indian Safety 
Experts Call 
for Sweeping 
Aviation 
Changes 

NEW DELHI. INDIA (AFP) - 
An Indian Air Safety Committee 
recommended sweeping changes 
yesterday while investigators be- 
gan to sift through evidence they 
have gathered since a mid-air col- 
lision which killed 349 people ear- 
lier this week. 

The government-appointed 
panel, formed before the tragedy 
to examine safety standards across 
the country, called for separate air 
corridors for incoming and outgo- 
ing aircraft at New Delhi airport 


to leave the administration next 
year but announced his decision 
publicly for the first time Thurs- 
day. No successor has yet been 
designated. 

He joins a long list of senior 
officials who have announced 
their intention to leave the gov- 
ernment in the wake of President 
Bill Clinton's November 5 re- 
election. 

"I love tiiis job. It's been an 
honor to have been chosen by the 
president. Secretary Christopher 
for this assignment and to work 
with them." he said. "I think we 
can take some satisfaction in 
what's been achieved in the re- 
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KALININGRAD, RUSSIA - 

Russian forces yesterday 
test fired a medium-range 
ballistic missile in the Kalin- 
ingrad enclave, just 20 
kilometers from the border 
with Lithuania, Russian 
military officials said. 

ROME, ITALY - Officials 
at the U.N. Food Summit in 
Rome announced they 
were reprinting yester- 
day's program since a 
mistake had been made 
- they had listed Li Peng 
as prime minister of the 
Republic of China, which 
is the name Taiwan uses 
for itself. 

OSLO. NORWAY -A Nor- 
wegian ferry with 33 pas- 
sengers and 22 crew 
members ran aground in , 
rough waters off the 
Swedish coast late Thurs- 
day and all but 1 1 crew 
members were evacu- 
ated. rescue officials said 
yesterday. 

ROME. ITALY - Cuban 
President Fidel Castro has 
been forced to delay a 
trip to Rome to attend the 
World Food Summit and 
will miss a scheduled 
speaking engagement 
yesterday, the Cuban 
delegation said. 

CAIRO, EGYPT - Twenty 
people were missing, in- 
cluding 1 4 foreign tourists, 
and 65 were injured after 
a cruise ship ran aground 
in the Nile in southern 
Egypt, according to the 
latest toll given yesterday 
by police. 

JOHANNESBURG, S. AF- 
RICA - A group of bottle 
collectors, sifting through 
the soil in a roadside ditch 
near Johannesburg, have 
found a mass grave con- 
taining the remains of up 
to 20 people, the star 
newspaper reported yes- 
terday. (DISPATCHES) 


IRAN’S ORIGINAL HOUSE OF 
A UTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE ■ 
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Japanese Restaurant • 

No. 30 Shahid Kodami (Bijan St.) 
VanakSq., Tehran 

Tel: 8773735 & 8776301 

LUNCH 12:00-15:00 DINNER} 8: 30-23:00 
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r Former Indian Skipper Azfaar Ties (he fcnol in Secret Ceremony ^ 
BOMBAY (AFP) - Former Indian cricket captain Mohammed 
Azbaruddin has tied tbe knot after a controversial relationship with a 
former Miss India, newspapers reported Friday. Azbaruddin married 
model-turned-actress Sangeeta Bijlam in a secret civil ceremony at her 
home here Thursday. Their controversial relationship came to light 
when Azharuddin walked out on his wife and two sons after his affair 
'was made public during the World Cup earlier this year. Azharuddin’ s 
former wife Naurren has accused the Hindu actress of stealing her 
husband and wrecking their eight-year marriage. J 

Sports Highlights 

Pakistan Ground Kiwis to 
Lift Champions Trophy 

SHARJAH. UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (AFP) - Wasim Akram’s 
Pakistan fought back front the dumps to snatch a dramatic 41-run 
victory o\er New Zealand in the Champions Trophy final here on 
Friday. 

Bowled out for a modest 160. rite Pakistanis hit back to skittle the 
Kiwis for 1 1 y before 20 .ui)(i screaming supporters at the Shaijah 
Cricket Stadium. 

Akram himself led the way with tliiee for 20 and spinners Saqlain 
Mushtaq. Shahid Afridi and Mushtaq Ahmed picked up two wickets 
each. 

New Zealand, looking for their first major one-day title, lost nine 
wickets for 53 runs after opener Marie Greaibatch’s 52 had taken them 
to a comfortable 66 for one by the 20th over. 

".After the disappointing batting performance, it was good to fight 
back so well." said Akram. who was named Man of the Match. 

"Pakistan can never be taken lightly and we proved that today. I 
have a very solid team under me.” 

New Zealand skipper Lee Germon. whose team tours Pakistan next 
week for three tests and three one day internationals, said the batsmen 
let down the bowlers. 

"it's not often wc bow] a team out for 160. If you don't win from 
there you don't deserve to w in." a disgusted Germon said. 

Greatbalch and Adam Parore (22) were the only batsmen to reach 
double figures on the slow wicket. Seven of them were either bowled or 
trapped leg before. 

Off-spinner Saqlain Mushtaq began the rout by removing Parore. 
before having Nathan Astle superbly caught at point by fellow spinnneT 
Mushtaq Ahmed. 

Becker Far From Major 
Triumph on Home Soil 

BONN (Reuter) - German tennis fans are realizing that the days of 
watching Boris Becker winning a major tournament on his home soil 
are coming to an end. Next week’s ATP world championship is 
therefore precious. 

Becker travels to Hanover for the season-ending tournament as 
defending champion and has the psychological boost of some brilliant 
performances at last month’s Stuttgart Open when he beat world number 
one Pete Sampras in the final. 

There are rumors circulating in Germany that the Australian Open 
champion, who celebrates his 29th birthday during the tournament, may 
be thinking of bringing his career to an end in the next 18 months. 

Becker's son Noah Gabriel will be three in January and it is believed : 
that die player wants a more stable family life with less of the traveling 
that die tennis tour demands. I 
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Becker is expected to have another crack at his favorite tournament 
Wimbledon next year. If he were to win it for a fourth time, some 
observers seriously believe he would announce his retirement from die 
game almost immediately. 

It may be a long time before a player comes along who can stir die 
emotions of the often staid Germans as much as Becker has done in the 
last decade, especially in an indoor arena where die incessant clapping 
and cheering can be deafening. 



r CebaHos Will Miss Rest of 1996 

LOS ANGELES l AFP) - Cedric Cehallos, die forward who led the Los 
Angeles Lakers in scoring last season, wit! mbs the next six to eight 
weeks with a tom tendon in bis right knee. Cehaiius was examined here 
Thursday by team physician Steve Lombardo, who confirmed the injury 
suffered in a 95-83 loss Wednesday m Saa Aatoaio. 

CebaHos was injured with three minutes and 48 seconds to play iq 
die game. He spent several minutes on tbe floor in pain and was 
off die court on a stretcher. The lakers already had two odor snub 
^ forwards. Jerome Kersey and Trevor Wilson, on the injury list - 
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BEIRUT, LEBANON: Iranian national team player A!i Akbar Moudir Rossta (on the ground) tries to tackle Lebanese player Terra 
Kihayanian (R) during their friendly game November 13 in Beirut The game ended 0-0. 

(AFP Photo) 


All Eves on United 


LONDON (AFP) - All eyes will 
be on Old Trafford this Saturday 
when Manchester United bid to 
end one of the worst runs in their 
history against an Arsenal side 
looking to take their unbeaten 
league streak into double figures. 

There are only four teams be- 
tween second-placed Arsenal and 
a united side who have slid to sixth 
after three straight Premiership 
defeats. 

But the gulf between two of the 
giants of English Football in terms 
of confidence could not be 
greater. 

Last season , it was arthritic Ar- 
senal who were seen as the side 
seizing up while United swag- 
gered about the country, the 
cockiness of ‘Fergie's Fledglings' 
endearing them to no-one except 
their own fans as they strolled 
towards their second "double" in 
three years. 

But what a difference a year 
makes. Or in United’s case, what 
a difference a few weeks makes. 

These are crucial days for 
United manager Alex Ferguson 
whose job security will be called 
into question if be fails to halt a 
string of setbacks which, by their 
own high standards, has been 
nothing short of astonishing. 

Defeats to leaders Newcastle 
(5-0), lowly Southampton (6-3) 
and their first home defeat for two ' 
years to Chelsea (1-2) were com- 
pounded by a shock 1-0 Champi- 


ons League defeat to the .Turks of 
Fenerbahce. 

By contrast. Arsenal's ageing 
squad have been enjoying a new 
lease of life under the astute stew- 
ardsh ip of Frenchman Arsene 
Wenger whose tactical sophistica- 
tion and motivational skills have ■ 
put them in the running for an 
unlikely shot at the tide. 

United, though, will be 
boosted by the return of Ryan 
Giggs who has been plagued by a 
persistent calf injury which has 
restricted him to just 10 minutes 
of Premiership football since Sep- 
tember 29. 

His previous appearance was 
as a late substitute during Unired’s 
last League victory, a 1-0 home 
win over Liverpool on October 
12 . 

Nobody will be enjoying 
United’s slump in recent weeks 
more than Newcastle boss Kevin 
Keegan who has added some grit 
to the glamour of his buoyant ta- 
ble-topping side. 

With the combative qualities of 
David Bany and Robert Lee in 
midfield winning ball for the at- 
tacking talents of David Ginola, 
Peter Beardsley,, and Faustino 
Asprilla, Newcastle are no longer 
the soft-centred side of last sea- 
son. 

They will be looking to extend 
their two point lead at the top with 
a win over a West Ham side whose 
glut of foreign stars has brought 


them tiie nickname "United Na- 
tions". 

But tbe hammers’ indifferent 
form this season, despite the pres- 
ence of stars such as Paolo Futre 
and Slaven Bilic. has prompted 
suggestions there is communica- 
tion problem in the ranks of their 
foreign legions. 

England stars Neil Ruddock 
and Jamie Redknapp both look 
likely to retain their places in 
fourth-placed Liverpool’s line-up 
at Leeds on Saturday. 

‘Razor’ Ruddock appears set 
for. a run in the team after with- 
drawing a transfer request and re- 
placing out-of-form Phil Babb in 
Wednesday’s 4- 1 League Cup win 
over Charlton. 

Multi-Million Pound signing 
Stan Colly mo re and Patrick Ber- 
ger were on the bench for Wednes- 
day’s game and manager Roy 
Evans is aware of the problems of 
keeping all his stars happy. 

"We have a big squad and that 
can give you a headache. We have 
a lot of good players and it is a 
problem many people would like 
to have." says Evans. 

Fifth-placed Chelsea travel to 
bortom club Blackburn with ex- . 
pectations of their success grow- 
ing almost by the day. 

Bookmakers William Hill re- 
vealed on Thursday that Chelsea 
are now the most heavily backed 
team for in the Premiership. 


Bowlers 
Hammered by 
Test Hopefuls 

HOBART. AUSTRALIA (Reu- 
ter) - West Indies suffered a blow 
to morale on Friday when two 
Australian test hopefuls savaged 
their pace attack-in die final warm- 
up match before the first test in 
Brisbane. 

Openers Matthew Elliot and 
Mattliew Hayden both hit centu- 
ries as an Australian XI amassed a 
daunting 3 1 6 without loss on the 
opening day of a ftiur-day match 
at Bellerive Oval. 

At the close. EUion was un- • 
beaten on 153 and Hayden was 143 
not out. 

Missing the services of experi- 
enced trio Curtly Ambrose, 
Courtney Walsh and Kenneth Ben- 
jamin, West indies' weakened fast 
bowling attack Failed to impress. 

Hayden was dropped twice be- 
fore bringing up his century, first 
on 15 by Slverwin Campbell at 
point and then on 84 by Robert 
Samuels at square leg, both times 
from the bowling of pacemao 
Nixon McLean, who is making his 
first tour with West Indies. 

Tlie pair had reached 199 by tea 

after Australia XI captain Stuart 
Law won the toss and decided to 
bat following an early rain delay. 
They were merciless in the last 
session, lifting their scoring tempo 
to add another 2 17. 

Tlie luckless McLean finished 
with no wicket for 80 runs from 
20 overs, while Ian Bishop was the 
most economical, conceding 52 
from his 1 8 overs. 

Tlie partnership between Elliott 
and Hayden was die Inchest open- 
ing stand in a first-class match in 
Hobart. 
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BUSINESS 


Contracts Worth $10b Studied 
at Cairo Forum 




outers 
i me red by 
Hopefuls 


CAIRO (AFP) - Contracts worth 
SIC billion were examined at die 
Middle East and North Africa 
Economic Conference in Cairo. 
Ube president of the world eco- 
nomic foram said Thursday as Hie 
meeting came to an end. 

"The deals discussed by busi- 
ucssmen reached $10 billion." 
j gac Schwab told reporters at the 
tbiartt which attracted 4.000 par- 
tiapants; more than half of (hem 
businessmen, from nearly 80 
Qpuntties. 


“I'm very satisfied with the re- 
sults. All the computer terminals 
were busy. Four thousand individ- 
ual contacis have been made ." he 
said. 

The largest contract was 
signed by Egypt. Turkey and the 
U-S. firm Amoco for the sale of 
10 billion cubic meters (.350 bil- 
lion cubic feel) of liquefied natu- 
ral g;is from Egypt to Turkey by 
(lie \ car 2tKKi. 

Sclmab did not give details of 
other eouimcis. 


French Journalists Strike Again 
Over Tax Reform 


PARIS (Reuter) - French journal- 
ists staged a second one-day strike 
on Thursday in protest against 
government plans to scrap a 30 
percent tax break. 

Public, broadcasting stations 
provided only limited news serv- 
ices and mam newspapers, espe- 
cially outside the capital Paris, 
cancelled Friday editions. 

At Agence France Presse 
(AFP) news agency. French-lan- 
guage services were sending only 
urgent copy, while international 
services were unaffected. Reuters' 
French-language services were 
also affected 

• ; But there were si^is that fewer 
journalists took pan in the protest 
compared with a similar walkout 
last month. Journalists at several 
dailies, including Le Monde. Lib- 
eration and financial newspapers 
LesEcbos and La Tribune Des- 
fosses, remained at work. 

-■ The government plans to scrap 
the;30 percent income tax deduc- 
tion for journalists and more than 
100 other professions, including 


airline crews and fashion models, 
as part of a reform which will re- 
duce income tax for most taxpay- 
ers. 

The reform is due to be de- 
bated as part of the 1997 budget 
bill by the national assembly on 
Monday. 

On Wednesday, the national 
assembly's finance committee en- 
dorsed the plan but voted to trim 
Value-Added Tax (VAT) on the 
media. The committee said it 
hoped to offset journalists' losses 
by providing an extra subsidy for 
employers. 

By scrapping the deductions 
the state will gain two billion 
francs ($400 million) a year Low- 
jering VAT on media to two per- 
cent during 1998 and to 1.9 
percent in 1999 from today's 2.1 
percent would cost it about 100 
million francs, deputies said. 

Some journalists have threat- 
ened to retaliate by refusing to 
provide news coverage of depu- 
ties who vote for the plan. 


IMP' Agrees to Resume 
Standby Loan to Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD l Reuter) - The In. 
terrational Monetary Fund said 
on Thursday lint it expected to re- 
activate. and possibly expand, a 
stalled standby loan to Pakistan 
next month and to start early dis- 
cussions on a longer-term struc- 
tural adjustment loan. 

A statement from the IMF's 
resident mission in Islamabad said 
the IMF and Pakistan's caretaker 
government had confirmed a draft 
agreement on resuming loan dis- 
bursements tint was originally 
readied with (lie- misled govern- 
ment of Benazir Bhutto. 

The IMF statement said Paki- 
stani authorities have also risked 
for more money under tlic standby 
arrangement and dial the request 
| would be considered. The original 
loan was for Shut) million. 


Chabrier. director of its Middle 
Eastern Department conducted 
the discussions with Pakistani of- 
ficials. 

"These were extremely suc- 
cessful discussions." Shahid I 
Javed Burki. adviser on finance ! 
and economic affairs to caretaker 
Prime Minister Mcraj Klin lid. said i 
in a news conference. 

"Willi the conclusion of this , 

| 

agreement we have really turned 
Hie comer.'' said Burki. who is on 
Jen vc from ihe World Bank. 

The IMF liad withheld two $80 
million disbursements of the 
standby loan due in June and Sep- 
tember because it was unhappy 
with the Bhutto government's 
economic performance and the 
budget for fiscal 1990/97 (July- 


An IMF team led by Paul June). 


Airlines Edge to Decision on 
Ticket Price Hikes 


GENEVA (Renter) - International 
airlines, despite forecasting a col- 
lective record profit for this year, 
were on Thursday reported edging 
towards a decision on whether to 
raise prices for passengers to 
make up for a surge in fuel costs. 

Industry sources said a meet- 
ing called by the International Air 
Transport Association (1ATA) to 
review the issue could end later 
on Thursday rather than Friday as 
originally expected. 

The sources could give no in- 
dication of what the decision 
might bo, or even whether it 
would be immediately announced. 

Many ■ European carriers arc 
known to be pushing for a con- 


certed move on lifting ticket 
prices by up lo three percent but 
Asian and North American com- 
panies are believed to be reluctant 
to take that path. 

Officials at LATA, the 251-mem- 
ber global airlines body, said deci- 
sions open to officials at the 
meeting included raising fares 
across the board or just on some 
routes or simply levying sur- 
charges on some or all routes. 

'But analysts said they could 
decide to take no concerted action 
at all leaving individual compa- 
nies - some of whom have al- 
ready announced price hikes - to 
take their own action- 


ROME (Reuter) - The World 
Bank acknowledged on Thursday 
it made mistakes in reducing sup- 
port for third wo rid agriculture 
and pledged to spend more ■ to 
tackle rural poverty. 

World Bank President James 
Wolfensolm said the multilateral 
lender liad switched tack to funnel 
more money into rural develop- 
ment. But it did not want to get 
into a "dollar race" by saddling 
poor nations with ever greater 
loans 

"Wc lime... in (lie last It) years 
reduced our focus (on agricul- 
ture). not deliberately but il just 
happened. And that has now been 
reversed." lie told reporters at a 
U.N. food summit. 

T bclicvrthat in terms of pov- 
erty alleviation, when 70 percent ' 
of the world's poor are in rural 
areas it is essential that wc give 
much greater focus to rural devel- 
opment" he said. 

' He agreed with a reporter at a 
news conference who said World 
Bank spending on agriculture had 
more than halved to $2.6 billion 
from $6 billion over the past 10 
years. But he said he expected the 
spending to rise "significantly" 
from there. 

The Washington-based Bank, 
whose clients are governments 
outside the industrialized world, 
said in papers issued at the World 
Food Summit that raising farm- 
ers’ incomes was vital to meeting 
the summit's goal of halving 
global hunger in 20 years. 

But on the summit sidelines, 
the bank drew criticism from ac- 
tion groups who said its free-mar- 
ket philosophy was keeping third 



WOLFENSOHN 


world nations in the nil of poverty 
and hunger. 

Spanish-based Genetic Re- 
sources Action International 
(GRAIN) accused the Bank of 
telling the world that •"feeding 
corporate coffers is more impor- 
tant than feeding people". 

Plans by the Bank to push agri- 
culture to the top of its agenda 
"stem less front concern for the 
well-being of rural people around 
the world than from recognition 
of the enormous potential for the 
market economy in this arena." it 
said 

Wolfensohn, c hatting in a re- 
laxed way as he defended the 
Bank's goals, said he was open- 
minded about many criticisms but 
he knew of no better way to cure 
hunger than to encourage trade. 

The Bank warned to spread 
support for agriculture down the 
food chain to help farmers im- 
prove their income. 

He related how fanners he had 


seen in India had been encouraged 
lo grow taller maize by increasing 
their yields but had no better way 
to get it to market than on a bicy- 
cle. 

Wolfensohn also used the sum- 
mit to announce fresh moves to 
help some of the poorest countries 
deal with heavy debt. 

Officials from creditor nations 
were meeting in Paris on Thurs- 
day to start implementing an 
agreement reached in September 
to lessen the debt burden of sev- 
eral countries, he said. 

The talks aimed to choose the 
first countries to benefit from the 
deal, in which the International 
Monetary Fund, World Bank and 
Paris Club of Creditor Nations all 
plan to improve their help for the 
most indebted nations. 

..Under the initiative, the Paris 
club will improv e debt relief to 
the world's poorest nations w hile 
the World Bank and IMF will also 
provide additional funds. 


Worldwide Teletoms Atcord Is on Troth 



GENEVA (AFP) - A worldwide 
telecommunications agreement is 
taking shape, several participants 
at World Trade Organization talks 
said here Thursday. 

"Tlic ministerial conference in 
Singapore will be an important 


slep towards conclusion of an ac- 
cord in February." said European 
negotiator Kart Falkcnberg. 

President of tlie WTO working 
group Neil McMellan said: "Even 
if I cannot affirm that an accord 
will be ready bv February, this 


Russian Loan Tranche to 
Be Delayed 


WASHINGTON (Renter) - Tlie 
International Monetary Fund was 
still not liappy with Russia's reve- 
nue collections and planned to 
hold up another disbursement of 
its ihrcc-\car $10 billion loan to 
Russia, retiring U.S. Ambassador 
to Moscow Thomas Pickering 
said on Thursday. 

But he told the Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace 
that Moscow was veiy serious 
about meeting the IMF targets and 
would make a major effort this 
month to do that 

"I'm disappointed that an IMF 
mission which just finished an 
early examination — the real ma- 
jor examination will come at the 


end of this month — is stiff not 
satisfied with the level of revenue 
collection." said Pickering, who 
just completed a three-and-a-half- 
year tour in Moscow. 

"So the revenue collection tar- 
get has defeated the capacity — at 
least for the moment — for the 
IMF to disburse another important 
tranche in the long-term stabiliza- 
tion fund loan on which Russia is 
counting." he said. 

He called this "agonizing" for 
Russia's economy and added that 
the dangers of Russia not getting 
the IMF loan "are real in the sense 
that social dislocation for many 
people in Russia are just around 
the comer." 


seems to be the last chance we 
have until the end of the decade, 
and the talks restarted on an en- 
couraging note." 

The European Union and the 
United States have offered sub- 
stantially improved proposals fol- 
lowing the resumption of 
high-level telecommunications 
negotiations this week in Geneva 

Worldwide negotiations to lib- 
eralize telecomunications were 
due to end last April, but the 
deadline was pushed back a year 
on American insistence that offers 
in hand were not good enough. 

Tlie U.S. and Europeans say 
liberalization of their own mar- 
kets will happen only if other 
countries reciprocate. 

Six others — Singapore. South 
Korea. Mexico. Poland and South 
Africa — said Thursday they 
would they would hand in better 
offers in Singapore. 

Canada and Brazil have 
pledged to present new proposals 
in January 1997. 

In its latest bid. the U.S. agreed 
to remove restrictions limiting ac- 
cess to submarine cable landing 
licenses. Two previous offers cov- 
ered market access /and national 
treatment in the focal telecom 
services market 

Europe's main olive branch is 
Spain’s promise to free the tele- 
communications market by 1998 
and the removal of most foreign 
investment restrictions. It also 
eliminates market niche distinc- 
tions. 

The telecommunications mar- 
ket, worth $550 billion in 1 994, is 
growing at an annual eight per- 
cent clip, according to the Interna- 
tional TelRcn mnmfricati ons 
Union. 


Economic Digest 


ABU DHABI - The United 
Arab Emirates and Britain have 
reached an agreement on the 
avoidance of double taxation, the 
British Embassy announced 
Thursday. 

It said in a statement that the 
agreement was reached following 
free days of talks between the 
ministry of finance and a delega- 
tion from the British inland reve- 
nue service. 

The agreement will be ratified 
and signed carty next year, the 
statement said. 

RIYADH - An employee in 
the Saudi American Bank has em- 
bezzled 3.5 million rivals 
($933,000) from a bank branch 
and fled Saudi Arabia, the Al-Jaz- 
ira daily reported Thursday. 

The Arabic- language newspa- 
per quoted sources in tlie bank's 
branch in the town of Qasim. 350 
kilometers (217 miles) north of 
the capital Riyadh, as saying that 
authorities were investigating the 
reported embezzlement. 

Tlie bank. 30 percent owned 
by Citicorp of the U.S.. is one of 
1 2 commercial banks in lire king- 
dom. 

Officials in the bank declined 
to comment on the report. 

MANAMA - Aluminum Bah- 
rain BSC. should consider form- 
ing joint ventures with producers 
of raw' materials lo secure long- 
term supplies at good prices. 
Alba s chief executive. Gudvin 
Tofie. was quoted as saying. 

"We should be looking at In- 
dia. which is dose to Bahrain, has 
low shipping costs and lias a good 
supply of bauxite." Tofte was 
quoted by Alba s newsletter as 
saying 

Alba currently imports most of 
its raw materials from Australia. 

Tofte noted that raw materials 
currently represent between 50-60 
percent of operating cost which 
was relatively higher than in the 
past. Tofte said without giving de- 
tails. 

Alba owns tlie largest alumi- 
num smelter in the Middle East 
with an output capacity of around 
500.000 metric tons a year 

Alba is 77 percent owned by 
Bahrain's government. 20 percent 
by the Aau di Public Inv estment 
Fund and 3 percent by Germany's 
Breton Investments Ltd. 

AMMAN - Exports of Jorda- 
nian cement increased by 23.3 
percent this year because of in- 
creased demand, an official said 
Thursday. 

Abdul-Ilah Khatib, director 
general of the Jordan Cement Co., 
said sales between January and 
October this year amounted to 
$31.7 million, compared with 
$23.7 million in the same period 
in 1995. 

7 Khatib told the Associated 
Press that about 60 percent of the 
exports went to neighboring 
Syria, while the rest was bound to 
Yemen and Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

TOKYO - The chief executive 
officer of Burger King Corp. said 
Thursday the U.S. fast food chain 
hopes to achieve "critical mass" in 
the Tokyo area within the next 
few years by opening about 200 
outlets. 

Robert C. Lowes, speaking in 
Tokyo, shrugged off concerns that 
the Burger chain’s late start in the 
Japanese market will be a handi- 
cap compared with its competi- 
tors. 

"If we do it right we can move 
right across the street from the 
other guys and make good 
money," he said. 
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HISTORY- ] 

1952- Field Marshal Papagos 
-fonns ministry in Greece. 

1967 - Twenty-three Turkish 
Cypriots die in lighting on island 
of Cyprus. 

1968 - Soviet Union an- 
nounces it has launched world's 
largest space ship to date, the 
Proton Four. 

1970 - Pakistani officials say 
death toll in typhoon and tidal 
wave that struck Bay of Bengal 
may reach one-half million. 

1972 - United States and 
several European allies invite 
Soviet Union to participate in ex- 
ploratory talks on reducing 

military forces in Central 
Europe. 

1987 - Officials dose univer- 
sity of Nairobi after riot troops 
storm campus but fail to subdue 
students protesting arrest of stu* 
dent leaders. 

1988 - Estonian parliament 
declares the tiny Baltic Republic 
"sovereign" with right to veto 
Soviet laws. 

1989 - Heart of Israeli soldier 
ambushed and killed by Arabs in 
occupied territories is 
transplanted into chest of dying 
Palestinian man. President F. W. 
De Klerk promises repeal of law 
allowing segregation of public 
facilities in South Africa. 

2990 - Hungary announces it 
wOJ unilaterally scrap its Soviet- 
made ground-to-ground mis- 
sies. 

1991 - Boris Yeltsin issues 
series of decrees that effectively 
transfer control of his republic's 
economy from Soviet central 
government to Russian federa- 
tion. 

1992 - Boris Yeltsin and his 
Cabinet draft an "anti-crisis" 
plan to get Russia through the 
winter. 


Surgery Can Restore Full 
Function to Injured Knee Ligaments 


BY DR. ALLAN BRUCKHEIM 

QUESTION: I slipped, toppled 
head over heels and felt a sharp 
pain in my knee. I then couldn’t 
get back on my feet. One big bad 
word from my doctor was "cru- 
cial.’ The other was "surgery." 
Could you help a fellow out here, 
and tell me what this ail means and 
what lays ahead? 

ANSWER: From the informa- 
tion you have provided, 1 gather 
that you have sustained an injury 
to one of the two ligaments, or 
cruciates {from the Latin meaning 
"shaped like a cross"), that help 
support the function of the knee. 
However, it is not clear which 
ligament you have injured, the an- 
terior or the posterior, and that 
diagnosis is sometimes difficult to 
make even after an examina- 


When the anterior cruciate 
ligament is injured, there is an 
immediate swelling of the knee, 
pain to the back of the knee and 
varying degrees of joint instability 
sufficient to make you cease your 
activity. In the case of a posterior 
injury, which may be caused by a 
fall on the knee or a blow to the 
front of the leg. while there is 
pain, swelling may be slow to 
develop and the injury does not 
usually prevent gening around. 

A physical examination may . 
lead to a correct diagnosis, but 
standard X-rays usually do not 
show too much. Ma gn et ip reso- 
nance imaging fMRl) may be 
iielpful in determining the extent 
of the injuty or tear to the liga- 
ment, but in most cases, where 
there is much instability, it will 
take arthroscopy to determine the 


exact extent of the injury' to the 
ligaments, as well as to the other 
components of this vulnerable 
joint. 

L’sing a telescopelike instru- 
ment. which is inserted imo the 
knee space through a small inci- 
sion, the surgeon can inspect the 
ligaments, cartilage, bone and 
other tissues. 

When the ligament is severely 
torn, reconstructive surgery can 
be used to both repair the damage 
and restore full function -TnH sta- 
bility to the joint. This may be the 
plan of your physician. The out- 
comes axe generally very satisfac- 
tory, so take heart. 

QUESTION: From time to 
time, my ankles seem to swell and 
I have never given it much 
thought, ft usually goes away by 
See Page 13 


HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by Uchad A. Prtfi, HLD. 

WHaT po 

PiETeTtc m&Tmcks 

HAVB Otf you 2 


. iby.Hsuik Ketcham 


ft 




ZoRBiToL OR MAU UiTZl, 
mia You fiup in su6ar- 
fptee gum, candy, ere., 

CAU CAUSE DIARRHEA 
im Some people 


"SI SSSi* like somethin® 
. J VMl IMnpAVUCE AVE EAT." 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Htnn Arnold and Wik* Afghan 


Unscramble these four Junto) os, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 

ATLAN I 


0 I »6 Trtom Uetu Semen. me. 
AlR^BRtxnM 


Crnon 
move a> 


.v '' 


5QE 


OMBOL 


STOFRY 


HETOLC 


Print answer here : 




Wl "KHJFT 

~ : \t rrz* 


WHAT THE I CE 
TRUCK PRIVER 
PIP \H THE 
TRAFFIC UAH 

* ■■■■■■ J 

Now arrange the circled tellers to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


{Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterday’s I JumUes: DAUNT JOLLY EFFIGY BANISH 

I Answer: Tbe-last words of a fiance — SAYING "I DO" 

TULIPA GOULIMYI Seafy& Tamil 

Family: Li Unfair 


■tommy told a funny 

'STORY AT SCHOOL TODAY 
I ALMOST DIED! 


aosiu vihat > 

RAPPENEP ID 4007? 


TELL TY 

TO ME. 


K& 


VlBl. N3VJAUM 
TUE 5YOUM 
IFSELF WASN'T 
30 FUNM... 


-■YT WAS TUE m 
ME TOED IT. 

WOW DID HE A \ 
.TEEL IT? J \ 


4N. 


4i 


s 


HE WAS DRINKING MILK 
AND YIUEN HE LAUGHED, 
IT CAME UP HIS HOSE! 


WEU.IWA^VJAumG 
ALON& WHEN Trtl£> 
feie ooa CAME 2M AND 
KNOCKED ME DOWN / 


and wen x eor op, 

I "TRIPPED OVER A 
ROCK AND ROLLED 
DOWN A BILL LIKE 




ARE toY'ONW IF ■ 
60lMfi TO 1 PEOPLE SOP 
EE ALL / ME 

RteRTTy ViJAAT 


Rare species of tulip, endemic to the Southern Feloponncse ! 
and to the island of Kythira. It is closely related to Tufya kagtri, 
rhnr difference lying in the greater number of leaves produced by 
the former (usually 6) and in its large and very hairy bulb. It grows 
in fields and bushy localities or low altitude or in the semi-moun- 
tain zone. Flowers March-April. 
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• S> 1 ^^E A Woup of BLOOPHO0NDS 
raR TOPAY 7" 
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China Clamps Down on 
Medicinal Fraud 


V- - j-j.. ' . ' . ' i j_ ',, j - < v ‘- ' ••.■I. * . 1 m 1 . ' • ' « *** 

‘ — ; ~r . ' i ‘tf . i r •'• -*' -'It , 




•/■;■. VS J -vd&l . 


Caspian’s Caviar- Bearing Sturgeons 


BEUING (Reuter) - China has or- 
dered health food makers to apply 
fur licenses and submit products 
for testing to stamp out fraud, the 
China Daily said recently. 

- 4 T The Ministry of Public Health 
had ordered manufacturers of 
health foods to apply for licenses 
and had pledged to ten the sale of 
unlicensed medicinal foods from 
March of next year, (he newspaper 
said. "The Ministry of Health has 
received an increasing number of 
letters complaining about the qual- 
ity of medicinal foods in the past 
several years," the newspaper 
said. 

C hina has a bewildering variety 
of health foods, some of which 
contain exotic ingredients such as 
<nake bile, deer antler and fungus. 


JRAN NeWS 


and which purport to cure a wide 
range of illnesses or prolong life. 

"Some of the products have 
never been inspected by health in- 
stitutes and some do not mntam 
the nutrients described in the ad- 
vertisements," the newspaper 
said. China had more than 3,000 
companies producing about 3,000 
kinds of health foods, it said. 

Foreign companies importing 
health foods into China would 
have to submit their products for 
inspection and include details of 
their use and effects, it said. 

The ministry had defined health 
foods as those products (hat afreet 
the functions of h uman organs but 
are not targeted at specific ail- 
ments, the newspaper said. 


WASHINGTON (Reuter) - A 
grim thought for holiday party-go- 
ers: the world is on the brink of 
running out of caviar. 

The World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) said in a report recently 
that np to 90 percent of caviar is 
obtained by illegal trade and the 
number of sturgeons, which pro- 
vide the tasty eggs, is plummeting. 

"With significant illegal trade, 
little regulation, tremendous prof- 
its and increasing demand, stur- 
geon species are perched 
precariously on the edge of extinc- 
tion," Andrea Gaski, research di- 
rector of the WWF’s wildlife trade 
monitoring program, said. 

"The supply of superior caviar 
is so low traders are now misla- 
beling lower-quality eggs and 
charging superior prices. Buyers 


Imperiled 

may not be getting what they're 
paying for, " she said. 

Almost all (he world's top cav- 
iar comes from foe Caspian Sea, 
where foe population of adult stur- 
geons has plugged to 43.5 million 
in 1994 from 142 million in 1978, 
mostly because of overfishing, foe 
report said. 

Russia and Iran are the main 
caviar suppliers and foe dissolu- 
tion of the Soviet Union has led to 
a surge in foe illegal caviar trade, 
it said. The city of Astrakhan in 
Russia and foe state of Azerbaijan 
may be the two major suppliers of 
illegal caviar, and much of foe 
caviar exported from Russia may 
have been falsely labeled, it 
adde'd. 

Voracious poaching, in which 
males and juveniles are killed 


along with egg-carrying females, 
plus the renewed use of trawlers in 
the Caspian Sea, is hastening the 
species' depletion, the report said. 
It urged Caspian nations to adept 
a common policy to save foe stur- 
geon, which evolved its bony, ar- 
morlike exterior 250 million years 
ago. 

Members of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species should consider listing 
various types of sturgeon for trade 
bans or quotas and a certification 
program should be set up for cav- 
iar from legal sturgeon fisheries, 
the report said. It also urged the 
major importers — the European 
Union and the United States — to 
strengthen controls against the il- 
legal caviar trade. 


Abortion 
Third-Loading 
Case of Death 
Among 
Brazilians 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - Abor- 
tion is the third-leading cause of 
death among pregnant women in 
Brazil, according ro a study by foe 
Brazilian Health Ministry re- 
leased. 

□legal abortions accounted for 
8.2 percent of all pregnant 
women’s deaths, according to the 
study. High blood pressure was 
responsible for 26 percent of foe 
deaths, and hemorrhages for 13 
percent. 

This year, one out of four Bra- 
zilian women who became preg- 
nant either miscarried, had a legal 
abortion, or had an illegal abor- 
tion. Jose Fbmtiga, an official in 
the ministry's Mother-Child 
Health Division. 


IFF 


f£T 



Tha 



Housing 

Agency 


Offers Ybu Free 
Home Renting Assistance 
Tel: Twice 853 



Bwg . ..... 


• Nissan Office Of 
Accountancy 

Tefc 877 1943 £879 9286 F«c 877 1846 



•Caravan Sahra 
Tour Organizer 

Tefc75i2Z29, 7508727,750 6076 
Fw.*(8©982I)7tf71Mnc216793 

•EAST EXPRESS 

* TebSCO 7091-5,971 7410 FncS86 1828 

• Golestan Ghods 

Tefc 809 9393-809 8888-809 7272 
ShdnlM Ghods, Gokfltm Trade Certer 

• Keyhan Safer (IATA) 

Tel: 65 28 44- 65 28 99 

• Perse pofis Tour & Travel Ag. 
Tel: 880 8535-6,8810526/9 

foe 8808534 

• Rahnam a (Transair) 
p , Travel Agency 

Tefc(009821) 891X91/4 
Fa»(009821) 8892791 

• Sati Air Travel Ag. 

Tel : 83 5041-5, 8822336 

• Shargh Travel Co. 

Tel : 89 40 37- 38,89 7029 

• Sogol Tour & Travel Ag. 

Tefc 884 9082-85 Fscc 884 9086 

•Teen Air Services 

Tel: 884 7071-2^84 6478 



’Automobile 

Information 


TefcOSl 1-212-8144,234344 


Rank 



• Bank Melli Iran 
Card Services Dept 

lfcL649 7692 Fnc 313 3696 
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•Export Development Bank of Iran 
Tel: 8725140-9 Fax: 8716979 
Tbs: 226895, 216850 EDBI IR 
129 Khaled Eslamboli St Tehran 
15139 Iran Services: Buy Bade 



• Zarrin Boarding House (Women) 
#9, 27SL, S Jajr St, north Garpr St 
Tel: 800 2773, Fax: 800 8069 



•Aryan Payam Computer 
Tel: 884 4322 Fax: 884 4202 

• Farassoo Computer Co. 
TeL-6414192-6417628 Fax: 6405974 

• GenerXCo. , 

6 DbyTardkhndi fatter, Starati St 
Tefc 2223836-225 RB8 Far: 2276617 

• ICC sales & after sales serv. 
Software, Hardware 

Tefc 869* 809-869 810 Fax: 868 1514 

• SAC Networking Co. 

Lan Hardware/ Software 
By Novel ONE’S 

Tel: 641 2548 Fax: 649 5786 

• Tim Computer Institute 

Tel: 885 2241 


rr.s- 




Occotatioh 


• Archico., interior design 
classic & Modern Decoration 
Tel: 864477 Ms. MaJeki 


•Designer 
Tel: 2293581 





30* s*Z! 




• Accounting, Physics, 
Maths^tc-4or all grades 
and levels Tel: 256 1690 

•A post PhD with irtemrfonal 

caching experience ffvestudonm 

EfigSsh & AfcSfc TetQ21-6052472 

• Computer Training hi 18 hoars 
Tel: 882 6913 Fax: 883 3305 

• Teaching English & Farsi 
ia 4 Booths. Tel: 64 6 9394 




Flower Shops 


V- 


• Avalien Super Go! Iran 
worldwide delivery service tiaemZ?-. 
Tel : 803 9302-803 3299 
Fax :803 1260 
Add: MoUaadra Are. 

BeLShdkh Bahaei StreeUtParkway 

• GLAHdGH 

chb/u fioweas 

DELIVERY SERVICES 
33 Maryam SL.eod of Africa Arc. 
Tefc2041999 Fax: 2057988 

•Spring & Paliz 

Flower Shops 

Delivery Service Worldwide 

Tel: 285 1884-809 0328 

• Zaeem Flowers 
Tel: 6404488 -Fax: 6404484 

m 



• Iran Handicrafts Organization 


North Region 


Store 

JSjl 

1 Taleghaoi ■ 

2 Ncdjatotahi 

3 VaC-e-A*r Sq. 

4 C ha ran! 

5 Farbangian 

6 VaU-e-Asr 


Add. 



Tel 

8826688 
891919 
897279 
880 8186 
675581 
205 4792 


■•V., 

_ ■ '* ' . C’ I* j 


• Arian Apartment Hotel 
Tefc 8018545-6 Fax: 8018547 

• Azadi Hotel (Abadan) 

Tel: (0631) 30060-9 Faxi30068 

• Azadi Hotel (Shahr Kord) 
Tel: (0381)36791-5 Fax: 36790 

• Estegblal Grand Hotel ***** 
Tefc2040011 -15 Fax£04 7041 

• Fardis Hotel ( Ex- Swiss) 

Tefc 882 0951 - 883 8301 &4 

• Hamedan Bnali Hotel *** 

Tefc ( 081133070-1 Fsdc33072 

• Hamedan Enghebb Hotel **** 
Tefc ( 881) 52001-4 Fax: 30035 


• HOflffl HOTEL GROUP 

mm 

Tel: (009821)8773021-38 

hmshk 

Tel: (009871)28000-9 


Tel: (0098761) 553080-7 

HiiMilDU] • 

Tel: (009851)832001-9 


Tel: (009851)711001-9 

Reservation Cental 

Tel: (009821) 651564-659285 & 
657860 Fax: (009821) 655565 

• Kowsar Int’l Hotel (Isfahan) 
Tel: (031) 240230-9 Fax:249975 

• Tehran Kowsar Hotel **** 
Tel: 8981 21-5 A 8983715 

• Tehran Sara Hotel 

TefcSSZ 5701-8820934 Fbk8822682 



• A.RA. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 204 9292 - 204 9099 

•Eskan Housing Ag. 

Tefc8787325, 8787172 (Mr. Rezae 

• NO. 1 

2226169 - 222 9159 

• No.l (Ex-Robinson) 

Real Estate. Tefc 2054022-2056045 

•P.H.A. 

Real Estatate Tel: 205 1919 

• Taldiat-e-Jamshjd Housing a& 
Tel: 2053886,2056815 Fax: 2057627 

• The BED 

Tefc 874 7474 Fax: 874 1568 

• T.N.CO. Housing Ag. 

Tefc 200 5708 






• Zenith Sale Agent 
Swiss made watches. 
Baguette jewellery/sale & services 
Tel :227 5673-222927 9Fax:2275060 





• Kish English School 
Tel: 205 49 42 -3 

• Milad Language InsL 
Tel: 888 9265 - 66 


Language InsL 
Tefc 650043- 655031 



• Dr. H. Samavati 

Attorney at Commercial Law 
Tel: 8785110 Fax: 8780043 

•International 
Consultancy & Service 

Tefc 877 190* 8799286 fine 877 1846 



• Pizza Express 

16SamaaSL££taira£t^MolasadiaSt. 

Tel: 8039428 delivery service 

•Pizzas by 222 

dang/ detiwry / carry old 

Tel: 252 0061-2520065 



• Zener Eng . Company 
UPS & Gen-Sets 

Tel /Fax: 6499641- 676275 



24 Hours Rent Cars 

Code 155 (ex- Middle East) 
Tel: 834490/1/2 Fax: 834493 





• BORJE SEFBD 
HOSPITALITY COMPLEX 

Tel: 256 2694. 258 8486 

• Fardis Rest (Ex - Swiss) 
Tel: 8828516 


> Golden Dragon 


Chinese Rest. & latl Party Room # 69 
Cuisine of all countries served 
Tefc 205 2581 -2040508 

• Italian Food/Fresh cat pasta 
7-oor RertaaranL 298 Minsk 
SUrazi Are. B7254B7-8,Opcn dally 
1130 a-OL Catering + DeHrary 


•Japanese Seryua Rest 
Tel : 877 3735 - 877 6381 

• Milano Rest. 

Tel: 228 9418 - 221 3494 

•Nareujestan Restaurant 

Continental Cnrine 
Open Daily I8a.ia.-I2p.ia. 

Chaye-Bagh Restaurant, 

Open dr Bar-b-q. Open dnly7-12pja. 
Vanik Sports Sc Cultural Complex, 
Attar St off Val-e-Asr Ave.Tefc8774566 

• Tandoor Indian Rest. 

Tel: 882 5781, 882 5705, 882 0934 

• • ■■ ' ■ • ••••■ ^ ' 

• •- .-.j-V 

• Abtin Dana 
Efectroakal Research Cato- 

#6, 3rd Hr^Z97 W. MirdBHd E^way 
Tel: 222 8773 - 878 8773 

• Fann Burglar Alarm 

Ninm Co„ 5th H, BUg. 444, Eaehetab 
Are^Picb-e-Sheminm, Tefc 7523*72 / 4 


Trinufetto 


• Government Certified Translators 
Mr.Gnunian Td:222 4064 

• Khasha Translation 

Firm 

Tel: 225 9383- 225 4513 



• Aramex Int’l Courier 

Tel: 649 3913/ 14 

•Bar va Boneh Tehran Co. 

InternationalTransport 
Tefc646 6456,649 3955 Fax: 646 8039 

• Caspian Int’l Transport 
Tel: 8841745, 838 167 Fax£841581 

• Fakhar Transport Co. 
Heavylift, General Cargo 
Tel: 884 7410-13 Fax:835428 

•Tarighbar 

-Int’l Transport Co.Ltd. 
Tel: 6418527 Fax:6413886 
Th^22681flTBAR-IR,Teimm4ran 



•Iran Emdad 
Tel: 643 6662-4 
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How to provide for today without forgetting the future 


Production 


T he single greatest challenge that agriculture faces 
is how to increase production sufficiently to feed 
an expend p°P L, ^ a t*on of 8.3 billion by rhe year 2025 
withour destroying the resources that subsequent gen- 
erations will need to draw upon. 

Land and water are finite. Despite dramatic agricul- 
tural advances, many millions of people remain under- 
nourished. Arable land in the world increased only 
slightly from 1 294 million hectares in 1972 to 2 347 
million ha in 1 992 The availability of water per caput 
is declining rapidly. 

Planners have concluded that the only possible re- 
sponse to these constraints is a strategy of sustainable 
agriculture and rural development (SARD), which will 
provide for the present without prejudicing the furure. 
Increases in production must come mainly from exisring 
land and water managed in a sustainable manner. 

Agricultural activities that degrade the productive 
potential of land and water resources by causing sod ero- 
sion, waterlogging and salinization of irrigated lands, 
threaten biodiversity and pollute surface and groundwa- 
ter sources are self-defeating. Pollution of coastal and in- 
land waters and overfishing of the oceans cost too high a 
price in environmental, social and economic terms. 

Excessive demands of rich consumers in developed 
countries and the developmental needs of che poor can 
both strain natural sources. 




November 16. 19S6 PAGE 8 




Achieving sustainability 

Involving farmers is essential to 
sustainability. This is a two-way streer: 
giving farmers incentives, technical in- | j 

formation and supporr to manage their 
land and water sustainably and receiving 
from them the know-how of farming sys- 
tems that can be adapted co increase 
yields while safeguarding the resource 
base. 

Relatively simple new approaches can 
help to increase food supplies in boi-i de- 
veloped and developing countries w ith- 
out depleting the resources on which 
they depend or relying as heavily on in- 
puts such as fossil fuels, mineral fertiliz- 
ers and chemical pesticides. Much can be 
accomplished through improving man- 
agement of natural resources by: 

* Maintaining a diversity of crops and 
varieties toprorect formers against failure 
in any one crop and providing new ways 
of increasing food supplies. Little known 



Increases in production must come 
mainly from existing land and water 
managed in a sustainable manner 

varieties of potatoes from the Andes, 
which thrive in poor mountain soils and 
axe high in protein, could, for example, 
have important potential for farmers in 
other parts of the world. 

a Diversifying forming systems to 
make greater use-of the biological and 
genetic potential of plant and animal 
species. 

• Taking ad van rage of natural pro- 

cesses such as recycling nutrients and in- 
tercropping plants that fix their own ni- 
trogen can reduce dependence on mineral 
fertilize rs and enr ich .soil. 

• Adopting int-jgrated pest management (1PM) 
techniques, which include conserving existing natural 
enemies, rotating crops, intercropping and planting 
pest -resistant varieties. When pesticides are necessary, 

they are used selectively and in smaller quantities 

• Rotating crops anil developing agri-lore si ry sys- 
tems that help to maintain soil fertility. 

• Switching whenever feasible to renewable energies 
such as biomass and solar and wind power, which are lo- 
cally available, non-polluting and have rhe added ben- 
efit of creating employment. 

New approaches to irrigation 

One of the most important technologies for increas- 
ing producrion is also one of the oldest — irrigation. Ir- 


rigated land is more chan twice as productive as rain-fed 
cropland. The 16 percent of che world's cropland chat is 
irrigated ar present produces more chan 36 per cent of 
che worlds food. Bringing more land under irrigation, 
especially in Africa, could boose production. As much as 
cwo-rhirds of focure gains in crop production are ex- 
pected co come from irrigated land. 

But rising coses and looming shortages of water 
along wirh unwelcome legacies of bad design, poor 
management and bureaucraric blunders have discour- 
aged efforts to expand irrigation over che past two de- 
cades. Badly handled irrigation has led to waterlogging 
and salinization in nearly 50 percent of the land where it 
has been introduced. Pollutants and 
sediments have been allowed to accu- 
mulate in dams and reservoirs, and ir- 
rigation systems have proved an ideal 
habitat for vectors of waterborne dis- 
eases. 

More than two-thirds of rhe warer withdrawn from 
the earrh s rivers, lakes and aquifers is used for irriga- 
tion . But in a world where 26 countries are already clas- 
sified as "water deficient", less than half the water di- 
verted for irrigation actually reaches the crops. 

In recent years, however, new irrigation methods 
have been developed rhat use water more efficiently 
through recycling waste and providing better drainage. 
Drip irrigation and low-pressure spray systems deliver 
water directly to crops, and small dams locared closer to 
agricultural areas are replacing large projects that strain 
the environment. Lining canals wirh concrete and cover- 
ing them reduces seepage and evaporation. 


Raising production 

Future food security will depend mainly on increas- 
ing the productivity of agriculture rather than extend- 
ing the area under cultivation. The technological revo- 
lution erf" the 1950s and 1960s showed the huge 
potential offered by new high-yielding varieties of 
wheat, rice and ocher staple foods; Largely through the 
adoption of these varieties, food producrion in develop-^ 
ing countries grew at an average of 3.2 percent a year 
between I960 and 1990, an.tlnpanrfleled increase chat 
outstripped rhe rate of population growth. 

■ The first high-yielding varieties depended on water, 
machinery, chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Further- • 


/ New approaches Mode 
diversifying crops and ’ 
fanning systems, exploring 
little-known varieties, - 
exploitmgnafural processes 
and maidrigmore 
appropriate useof mineral' _ 
fertffizers andchemical 
pesticides 


Food security requires not 
only increased production 

more, the dramatic gains in production among the de- but also the generation of iri- 
veloping countries were laigely confined to Asia and COmeS and provision of a$- 
parts of Latin America. Research into intensive agricul- 
ture continues, but it is becoming more holistic in its 
approach. There is a growing recognition char while 
continuing to focus on high potential ar- 
eas where the chances of increasing food 

... ... .... The key to sustainable agneufture is invoking 

production while minimizing adverse fe™** Farmers o&d tocenthes. inkmMonand 


si stance to give people 
access to'the food ftat is 
produced 


• the world most also become more wide- 
spread io iegioos chat so for h*w hardly 
been touched,: Africa jn.parricuiat- - 

Researchers air sriekmg . to .develop . 

'. drought-resistant.' food .’crop® that ; : will 
-flourish with low inputs eyen'minarginal • 
.•land. /They. are concentrating on rain-fed •- 

.agriculture, .animal ..traction; 'intercrop- . 

ping, nutrient recycling arid. hj regrated, 
pest management, emphasizing cropdi- 
vers ificacioo and acknowledging theuri- . 
portancc of : women's ' mles: 'They, are 

working to . improve, small-scale fishing 
technology, in-shore and inland fisheries- 
and aquaculrur/ and looking *ac ways to 
better utilize^ multipurpose tree crops, -. 

ctwaniunity foiistry arid agroforestry. ^ 

The potential of 
* biotechnology \ v ; 

Biotechnology holds immense poten- 
tial for agriculture. Through gene ma- 
nipulation,' stien tists have already pro- . 
duced foscer-grpwing fish -and cheaper,, 
more effect! ve^acci nes against >iivKtock; • 
diseases. They have used tissue culture, to 
boost the productivity of oil .palm and 
’ eucdyptusplaritatioris. - <; f . 

Some 50 plant species have been al- 
tered chn^jgH biotechRoiogit andthisui • 
only a beginning. Scientists have. devef- 
oped potato plants resistant to disease. : 
barley with accelerated growth rates and ; 
onions dure are slower to Spi^t or rot af- •: 
ter- cropipirigi rVim^ripeiwd.: hmatrass- . 
with amikhincreasedshetffife are" being 
. marketed: in ; the. United Srate® and Eu^- 
: rope. &ienriswin Mexico havefound rtvo 

• wild Ancestors of inaize t^ebave the ca-; 

parity ro confer xrtisriaheero^ . 

dora»ci<^aop’s ma/ordfseases and . turn : 
maize into a perennial crop hsrevesred ev-> :v \ 
eryyeiwithouc sOwingi L - ; : ' \ 

But these processes Tiave/rai serf some ’ l 

new concerns. While. some' consumers. in 
developed couricries are warjr of possible ^ 
effects on heaidrof fruits arid vegetables ' . 

altered by biotechnology,- 'developing 
countries fear chat riiteratoess^ 
in the laboratory -hr ’produced; ;by -- 
transgenic cropS Tnay- undercur such txa- 
dicional exports as varrilla^ pyrethrum, 
rubber-.and coconut oil- What about the 
unknowns? Could dSritd varieties; erode, 
generic diversity? Gould genes from 
transgenic crops spread ro wild relatives?- ; " 




impact are most favourable, the techno- 
logical revolution experienced in most of 


government support They can provide valuable 
know-how on food production systems 




Agriculture is losing ground as a development priority 

r* 

Assistance 
to agriculture 
1983 

US$16 billion 


Agriculture’s 
share of tola! 
assistance: 19% 


Assistance 
to agrieu’ture 
1993. 

USS10.7 billion 


Agriculture’s 
share of total 
. assurance *1 0%" s* 
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Arab Persian Gulf States Threatened by International 

Drug Trafficking 


DOHA (AFP) - Saudi Arabia and 
other Persian Gulf states are fac- 
ing a growing dire at from drug 
trafficking from nearby Afghani- 
stan fait also from India. Africa 
and Eastern Europe, international 
experts warned. 

"If you are in the neighborhood 
of a drug producing country, you 
will develop an addiction prob- 
lem." said Ramachandra Sun- 
darulingam, a consultant on drug 
trafficking for the international 
police organization Interpol. 

The experience in Pakistan, 
which shares a border with Af- 
ghanistan, could bode ill tor Per- 
sian Gulf countries. 

Islamabad recorded no drug ad- 
dicts in 1979, but now has 1.5 
million of them because of the 
dramatic surge in opium and her- 
oin production in Afghanistan dur- 
ing die long war. Sundaralingam 
said during a conference here. 

Drug traffickers, who are di- 
versifying their supply routes, are 
taking advantage of a growing 
number of airports in die Hessian 


Gulf. Nigerian traffickers, for ex- 
ample. ship African heroin to 
Europe and North America via the 
Persian Gulf. 

Ahu Dhabi and Dubai in the 
United Arab Emirates, where 
more dian 100 grams of heroin 
were seized last year, and Riyadh 
and Jeddah in Saudi Arabia, where 
mi Hinas of pilgrims transit, are 
now on the international drug 
route. 

Traffickers hiding heroin in 
their hags ortrlothes may also stop 
to sell their drugs in die country 
they are passing dirough, Sun- 
daralingam warned. 

Suspected Tanzanian traffick- 
ers were arrested recentiy in the 
Omani capital Muscat, even 
though it is not an international air 
traffic hub, an anti-drug expert 
said. 

Africa is a market for 
methaqualone, a synthetic drug 
produced In India for "individual 
(agents) who live or operate out of 
the UAE". said Gene Haislip, die 
deputy assistant administrator at 


the U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad- 
mi lustration. 

Methaqualone, a sedative, is 
popular in South Africa where it is 
combined with ganja and smoked 
under the name "white pipe". 

A growing quantity of cannabis 
produced is Asia is shipped by 
container through the Suez Canal 
after transiting through free trade 
zones in Dubai and elsewhere in 
the Arabian Peninsula. 

The chemicals needed to turn 
morphine into heroin or make 
methamphetamines also pass 
through the UAE, according to the 
International Narcotics Control 
Board, a U.N. agency based in 
Vienna. 

In major international trading 
hubs like Dubai, Singapore or 
Hong Kong, there are always in- 
termediaries who can falsify cargo 
manifests. Haislip added. 

International organizations are 
also concerned about the risk of 
tlie laundering of drug money in 
die Persian Gulf. 


Gulf countries, particularly 
Saudi Arabia, have for thg past 
several years been most concerned 
about the consumption of fenetyl- 
line. a stimulant like ampheta- 
mines. 

Made legally in Germany and 
sold under the name of Captagoo. 
fenetyiline was first shipped to the 
Persian Guif markets. Haislip 
said. "It (now) appears that the 
drug is manufactured in illicit 
laboratories primarily in Bul- 
garia." 

Saudi Arabia, which beheads 
drug traffickers, announced that it 
bad seized 6.6 million fenetyiline 
pills last year, while die UAE re- 
ported 6.1 million pills seized. 
Sundralingam said. 

However, drugs seized in die 
UAE are usually on their way to 
the Saudi market, where the 
authorities have released no fig- 
ures on the number of drug addicts 
there, according to-an expert who 
asked not to be named. 
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Sales & Rentals 

We offer: Apts. Bldg, Villas, Offices. 
For further information. 

Pis. ask for Mr. Nia 


An agency exclusively for 
esteemed, foreign nationals 
with up-dated files and 
best offers 

We’ll work harder for you 

Tel: 204 - 0177 
Tel/Fax: 205 - 4136 


Visa procurement for 


Dubai and Sharja 

Ordinary & fast services 


Tel: 642 8062 , 642 8774 



BRITISH AIRWAYS 


The world’s favourite airline 


Vall-Asr Ave. Opposite Park Mellat, Sayeh St, Ho 1 Sayeh Building 
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English Conversation by a 
native speaker from Canada 

Tel: 6030119 


Private Persian Lessons 

By university professor Phi)., Near Eastern Shidies/Languages 
from Berkeley awarded Outstanding Instructor at Berkeley. 

Call: ©025 „ 




Best Part of Dr. Baboaar 
Very nice vflfa 3 bedrooms 
s/p, targe garden 2 aktrm 
systems, parking & fan cod 

Tel: 091 121 10077 


Bahram Gallery 

Buying & Selling 

Professional and 
unprofessional 
guitars plus 
accessories 

Tel: 8030503 


Musical 


For Sale 
Tel: 6452632 


Apt. for Rent ' 

2 b/rs, high-rise, air-cond, 
phone, parking, security in 

Shahrak Ghods 809 4029 
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Dancheh Flower Shop <Ex-Kentia) 

Birds, fish, aquariums, cactus. African violet. Shadavar 
Alley, north of Vclcnjak gas station, Chamran Hw>. 

Tel: 219 1332 . 219 1331 j 


24 Hours 
Rental Car 
Code 155 

Ex. Middle 
East With 
Luxury Cars 

Tel: 834490 , 91 , 92 
v FOX: 834493 , 


INTERNET 

Self-Teaching Book 

Volume 1: A guide to internet 
Volume 2: Index of foreign 
companies with contact information 

Shahid Publication 

251 Ordibeheshv St., Engiielab Sq. 


Sales Dept-: (021) 646 1232 


TEACH YOURSELF 

TNTp *35 

1±N J TEACH YOURSELF 

_ Internet 

* A»DOM) TVI WO«*LD 2f DAYS 





MAMAYANPARDAZCO. 

(Hardware Engineering) 

Innovator of a new 
service called 
PC Insurance 
and. supplier cf other 
senices regarding 
hardwares including: 
H> 1- Sale of Pentium, 
486 computers with one 
year guarantee 

!E> 2- Installation and 
putting into operation of 
Windows and NT network 
IE> 3- Converting of all 
systems to Pentium, .486 
[*> 4- Repair and main- 
tenance of all systems 
through yearly contracts 
I E> 5- Charging of car- 
tridges of all kinds of laser 
printers with guarantee 
H> 6- Copying of CDs 
with guarantee 

Tel: 834834, 
6454528/9 


Governments Seek to Predict 
Unpredictable Quakes 


LONDON (Reuter) - Lightning, 
nervous dogs and water tempera- 
ture all offer hints, but scientists 
admitted earlier they were still a 
long way from being able to pre- 
dict when and where an earthquake 
will hit. 

Earthquake experts from all 
around the world were meeting to 
swap notes in London but said e£ 
forts so far were discouraging. 

"There hss been little progress 
in over 25 years of research iiito 
earthquake prediction, where we 
use prediction in the classical sense 
of specifying the magnitude, time 
and place.” Stuart Crampin. a pro- 
fessor of geology and geophysics 
at the University of Edinburgh, 
said. 

"Indeed large earthquakes seem 
likely to be statistically unpre- 
dictable." Dr Russ Evans of the 
British Geological Survey told 
delegates that governments often 
backed prediction schemes that 
had little evidence to support them. 
Evans believes governments and 
people have been conditioned to 
wrongly believe that science can 


solve almost any problem. 

"Many people adopt the view 
that it is only a maner of allocating 
suitable resources, and a solution 
will appear. ” 

Despite the current scientific 
evidence, the Japanese govern- 
ment is spending hundreds of mil- 
lions of yen (millions of dollars) 
annually in an attempt to be able to 
pinpoint when the next tremor will 
hit the earthquake-prone country-. 

Dr Yukio Fujinawa of Japan's 
Research Institute for Science and 
Disaster Prevention said research 
must continue as long as there was 
even a remote chance of success. 
Some quakes can be predicted, but 
not consistently. 

In Japan, one of the most unsta- 
ble built-up seismic regions in the 
world, Fujinawa and his fellow re- 
searchers have noticed that light- 
ning storms ofren take place prior 
to an earthquake. 

But with only a few years of 
data on this particular phenome- 
non. he said it was far too early to 
say lightning could be an early sign 
of a major disaster. "There just is 
not enough evidence.” he said. 


GET MANY YEARS YOUNGER AND 
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STAY YQUNG 
KHANEH MOO 

The First Institute of 

•__ « » . 

Hair Treatment in 

fpR * 

Iran 

^ V 

Tel: 898423 

J — 

| 8892281 


Add: Vali- e - Asr St., Just beside Africa Cinema 



Donya-ye Seyr Travel Agency* 

Tel: 2006832-5 
Fax: 262569 

Add: No. 1808-Gholhak, 
Shariat! Avenoe 


GHODS GASKT 

Tour Travel Agency 

All international Airlines Tickets Available: BA, SR, AF. AZ, LH, TK, 

EK, KLM, OS and Iran Air. Domestic sightseeing tours 'available / 

Mashhad. Kish. Shiraz, isfaha n, Yazd, Kerman, shahr-e-Kord. 

Kashan. Hamedan, Karaj Dam, Palaces, Museums, & Film sets 
North: Caspian sea. Chaloos, Masooleh, Fooman & Torkman Port 
Tel: 875 2545, 875 3060, 875 8535, 875 9860 Fax; 875 5655 


Private English Lessons 

Taught by a foreigner 

Tel: 803 8671 


YOUR RIGHT CHOICE IS THE REST GUARANTEE 

Kia Service Company 

• Complete wiring (for electricity) of buildingst stores and 
warehouses 

• Installation of halogen lamps and decorative lights 

• Installation of the most modern burglar alarms and closed 
circuit cameras 

• Car stereo installation at your site 

• Installation of smoke detectors and UPS 

• Repair of audio-visual sets at your site 

• Repair of electronic phones, intercom systems and visual 
door-opener installation 

Just Give Us a Call 
All services available at the shortest 
possible time at your site 
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Fall Art Safes 
Open with Degas 
and Manet 

NEW YORK fAP) - Edgar Degas' 
bronze sculpture of a young 
dancer wearing a doth turn and a 
long, graceful ribbon in her hair 
sold at Sotheby's for nearly - $12 
million Tuesday, a record for a 
sculpture by the artist. 

The piece, ‘ * Pedte Danseuse de 
Quartorze A us.” or “Little 
Dancer at 14 Years,” was top- 
selling item on the opening night 
of a two week-round of auctions of 
major an works worth an esti- 
mated $^00 million. 

The sculpture, which had a pre- 
sale estimate of $10 million, was 
one of five sold by Sotheby's on 
behalf of the Shelburne Museum 
in Vermont and originally owned 
by die late Elecrra Havemeyer 
Webb, the museum's founder. 
The Shelburne says it will use the 
proceeds from the sale for new 
acquisitions, conservation, pres- 
ervation and improved security. 

3 Another Degas work from the 
Shelburne, a drawing tided “Dan- 
seuse Jaune" or “Yellow 
Dancer.” was purchased by an 
anonymous buyer for $8.7 mil- 
lion. 

Steve Wynn, who owns the Mi- 
rage Resorts in Las Vegas, bought 
an Edouard Manet portrait of Su- 
zette Lemairc, the daughter of a 
flower painter much admired by 
Marcel Proust, for $2.9 million. 
Wynn plans to showcase the work 
in his new resort, the Bellagio, 
currently under construction in 
Las Vegas. Sotheby’s president. 

In all, 44 works of an fetched 
$92.5 million, including the 
buyer's premium charged by 
Sotheby's. The auction house 
charges 15 percent of die first 
$50,000 paid by the buyer and an 
additional 10 percent for the re- 
maining amount of the selling 
price. 


Book Review 

The Interval Between Two .Moments 


By Iran Darroudi 
Published by Nashre Nay 

Reviewed by B. S. Zahedi 

T oe Interval Between Two Mo- 
ments” is a book of recollec- 
tions and reflections by Iran 
Darroudi. the well-known Iranian 
painter who has exhibited her 
works in most parts of the "world 
and has met many of the promi- 
nent international and local per- 
sonalities in the domain of art and 
letters. 


life, Darroudi chronicles signifi- 
cant moments of her life a gains t 
the background of major political 
events, thus providing a historical 
framework for her personal life. 

Darroudi explains that al- 
though she has spent a consider- 
able part of her life abroad, she 
has always respected, and abided 
by, tbe traditions and customs of 
her homeland. 

A woman of versatile talents, 
Darroudi 's passion for painting 


of playing the piano. She has also 
tried her hand at writing in various 
periods of her life. 

She advises her readers not to 
give in to sadness, grief and dis- 
tress. Human beings should al- 
ways be prepared to welcome the 
future, she writes, even if that 
future is limited to just one day. 
one hour or only a moment. 

“The most precious moments 
are those that still lie unborn in the 
womb of the future.” Darroudi 


Darroudi readily accepts her 
mistakes. “Accepting one’s mis- 
takes is another way of accepting 
life and love/ she says. Going 
through the book, she says, she 
finds it similar to the experience 
of doing homeworks full of mis- 
takes which to be corre c ted by 
her teacher. But that docs not 
bother her because she believes 
that making mistakes is an inevi- 
table pan of life which would be 
crippled if one feared making mis- 
takes. 

“The most important things in 
life can not be seen, and the 
most important words can remain 
in the hearts until they pour out in 
silence.” 

”1 had been taught the lessons 
of. life in the hard way," she 
mentions in another section of the 
book. “In the very hard way. 1 
understood the complex meaning 
of the words.” 

Darroudi also says ”1 have 
been taught not to escape from 
whoever I am. And to accept my 
situation in life with my weak- 
nesses and the possibility of re- 
peating the mistakes I made 
before.” The book is coupled with 
reproductions of Darroudi’s paint- 
ings, another manifestation of the 
artist’s sense and sensibilities. She 
concludes the book with an ac- 
count of a recent visit to her child- 
hood district. She was 
disappointed to find that most of 
the familiar signs have vanished in 
the course of years and that she 
had become a total stranger to the 
people living there now. And as 
one closes the book one wonders 
if she has forgotten her own advice 
that one should never give 
in to melancholy and that the pre- 
sent moment should be accepted 
with all its uncertainties. 



r Ci.. / 

An example of Darroudrs Surrealistic method of painting. 

In her 260-page autobiogra- never 'completely overshadowed writes. “In one of those moments 

phy, which is interspersed with her love for the other artistic ac- 1 may create something the like of 

the artist’s impressions and specu- livilies. and there are numerous which has never been produced 

iations on the meaning of an and references in the book to her love before.” 
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BARCELONA. SPAIN (Reuter) - 
The Spanish Civil War was grind- 
ing cowards its final bleak winter 
when the country’s leader Dolores 
Ibamiri said farewell to the inter- 
national brigades. 

“Political reasons, reasons of 
state... are sending some of you 
hack to your countries, others into 
forced exile," she told around 
. 12.000 battle-weary soldiers at an 
emotional public meeting in Bar- 
celona on October 29, 1938. 

"We shall not forget you, and 
when the olive tree of peace puts 
forth its leaves again, entwined 
with the laurels of -the Spanish 
Republic's victory — come back! 
Come back to us." 

Last week some 400 surviving 
brigaders, most now in their eight- 
ies. answered that call, returning 
to the country they risked their 
lives to defend in die 1 936-39 war. 

At the weekend of November 
9-10 they arrived in Barcelona, 
rekindling memories of that fare- 
well rally in 193S, when the Span- 
ish Republic — despite Ibamm's 
confidence — teetered on tbe brink 
of defeat. 

"Ft was an emotional day rather 
than a sad day." recalled Benny 
Goldman, a British hrigader from 
Manchester. "We weren't happy 
to he leaving because we wanted 
to fight on,.but it was a wonderful 
atmosphere — the sunshine and the 
crowds of people who came to 
thank us for our efforts." 

Three months later Barcelona 
fell to the Forces of rebellious Gen- 
eral Francisco Franco. Madrid 


followed, and with it fell the Re- 
public, opening the way for 36 
years of rightist dictatorship in 
Spain. 

The brigaders scattered. Many 
continued their fight against fas- 
cism elsewhere in Europe. Some 
were imprisoned in Nazi concen- 
tration camps. Others fled to exile 
in the Americas and the Soviet 
Union. 

"Defeat in Spain was difficult 
to take," said 81 -year-old Milton 
Wolff, a New York Jew who com- 
manded the Lincoln Battalion of 
U.S. Brigaders. "We were assur- 
ing everyone Madrid would be the 
tomb of fascism. 

"But it wasn't something 1 had 
time to dwell on because World 
War Two was starting and we bad 
a new front to fight on. The Span- 
ish war was ending in March 
(1939). By September Hitler was 
in Poland 

"I didn't have time to mourn for 
Spain, which we all saw as the first 
great fight against fascism. I just 
had time to tell tbe world ‘I told 
you so'." 

More than 40,000 volunteers 
from more than 50 countries, 
many recruited by parties and 
trade unions, came to fight to 
Spain, driven by ideals and a col- 
lective fear of what defeat for its 
government might mean for the 
rest of Europe. 

Dismayed by their own govern-, 
meats' policies of non-interven- 
tion, they banded together to form 
a makeshift army, united by the. 
cry "No Pasarani" (They shall not 


pass!). 

Around 2GLpercent of the inter- 
national brigaders died in Spain 
and many of the others were 
wounded. 

"I came to Paris from Havana 
in 1937," said Oscar Gonzalez, a 
Cuban volunteer now aged 80. "I 
heard about what was happening 
in Spain and I had to go. I crossed 
the Pyrenees on foot and joined the 
other Cabans fighting here. ” 

The ideological war threw up 
strange confrontations and at times 
pitted soldiers against their own 
countrymen. 

“I fought the Italian fascists at 
Guadalajara (northeast of Ma- 
drid)," recalled Vicenzo Tonelli, 
a veteran of Italy's Garibaldi Bat- 
talion. "They retreated so quickly 
they left behind weapons and milk 
and cheese for us!" 

For many of the 400 veterans 
in Barcelona this week marked 
their first return to Spain since tbe 
war. 

They came because tbe Spanisb . 
parliament has offered them hon- 
orary citizenship as a welcome if 
belated gesture of gratitude for the 
part they played in defending the 
doomed republic of the 1930s. 

The gesture lias fallen slightly 
flat as, under Spanish law, the 
veterans would have to renounce 
their current citizenship and bene- 
fits in order to rake up the offer. 

Additionally, critics of Spain’s 
conservative government have ac- 
cused it of snubbing the veterans 
by failing to send senior repre- 
sentatives to pay homage to them 


in Madrid last week. 

For some, this is evidence that 
the ideological differences that 
tore Spain apart in the 1930s, at 
the cost of over a million lives, still 
exist. 


But for the veterans, the enthu- 
siasm many young Spaniards have 
shown for them during their visit 
has more than compensated for 
any lingering rightist bitterness 
dating from the Civil War. 


Garden in Autumn 



The above painting by Alan Bray, titled ‘Abandoned ■ was oa, 


Prix Goncourt 
for First-Time 
Novelist 

PARIS (AFP) - fasces ^ 
prestigious literary pee the p^, 
Goncourt was awarded Tuesday 
for a fust novel, "Lc Chasseur 
Zero’ (Tighter Plans Zero) by 35. 
year-old Paseafc Rose, tte jmy ^ 
announced 

The book, published by A& ra 
Michel, tells the stoiy of ' a gjjft 
obsession with a kamikaze pilot 
who killed her fitther in the war in 
the Pacific. She eventually goes 
mod. 

Roae. who was bom in Indo- 
china. is the d a u gh ter of a [aval 
officer She has acted and written 
for the theater as well us a boot, of 
shon stones, but "Lc Chasseor 
Zero" is her first navel 

Workers' Fate in 
Modern Chinese 
Literature 

BEIJING (Reuter) - China, once a 
bastion of Socialist Realist art- 
work that aimed 10 portray the 
w Diking class in alt its proletarian 
don. is bemoaning the lading of 
the factory hand from its aesthetic 
circles „ 

Workers now rarely appear as 
mam characters in Chinese books 
and films, instead playing second 
fiddle to formerly forbidden icons 
such as rich businessmen, the 
Communist Party mouthpiece Peo- 
ple’s Daily said on Wednesday. 

"Not a few so-called artists 
take no notice of workers but in- 
stead gild, glorifr and deify these 
’big' characters." Ilie newspaper 
said tti a commentary 

Tlie commentary said uotkcis 
were still a major part of modem 
society and should he the first 
beneficiaries of Beijing’s maria* 
style economic reforms, it said 
“Images of workers have not 
varoslicd from life, they have just 
vanished from our artists' field of 
vision." it said. 

The commentary uiged artists ^ 
to create more pieces portraying 
workers and describing the life of 
the common person 

China’s Communist leadership 
has in recent months cracked 
down on books, films and other 
cultural works seem as violating 
puritan Marxist values that have 
been weakened in the rash to a 
market economy. 

Betjeman * 

Honored Among 

British Literary 

* 

Greats 

LONDON (Reuter) - A stone tab- 
let dedicated 10 the late Poet Laure- 
ate Sir John Betjeman was 
unveiled in Poet's Corner in West- 
minster Abbey' on Monday to 
honor him with a place among tbe 
greats of English literature. 

Betjeman, who died in 1984. 
joined literary figures such as 
Shakespeare. Byron. Keats. 
Chaucer and Wordsworth in the 
famous comer of the London ab- 
bey . where British monarches, in- 
cluding Queen Elizabeth, have 
been crow ned 

Some of the pact’s works, in- 
cluding "Old Friends. Seaside 
Golf". “Summoned by Bells" and 
"I11 a Bath Tea Slwp\ were iwd* 

(lie ceremony. 

"I’m sure he would have loved 
tonight He was a vci> kind and 
lining man who enjoyed laws* 1 " 

ter." said Betjemans gr.irtddaugh- 
ler Lucy Ward, who dik'd to ^ 
lum poctrv in his Met > cans. 
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Pakistan’s Bhutto on Shaky Ground in 

Home Province 


KARACHI, PAKISTAN (Reuter) 

- For the first time in her turbulent 
political career, sacked Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's grip on 
her home province of Sindh ap- 
pears shaky. 

t#~ Political analysts and party in- 
siders said her November S re- 
moval by President Farooq 
Leghari combined with the killing 
of her estranged brother Murtaza 
Bhutto could damage the Pakistan 
People’s Pauy (PPP) in its south- 
ern bastion of Sindh. 

They said the appointment of 
Bhutto’s uncle Muxntaz Bhutto, a 
hardline Sindhi nationalist and po- 
litical enemy, as caretaker chief 
minister of Sindh was an obvious 
attempt to split the PPP. 

* r ' Mumtaz Bhutto, leader of the 
Sindh National Front, served as 
Sindh chief minister in the early 
1970s under the government of 


ROME (Reuter) - Italy's welfare 
state is a mess. Hugely generous 
to many pensioners, it ignores die 
_ country's army of young unem- 
ployed and continues to throw 
money at an inefficient health 
service. Gianni Agnelli, better 
known as honorary chairman of 
industrial giant Hat than as a so- 
cial crusader, sounded the alarm 
bell last month. 

"The welfare-state edifice is 
crumbling and unless we do some- 
thing, we are all going to be 
crushed, " he warned. 

The government has promised 
to launch a review of the whole 
system next year, but reform is 
likely to be slow and tackling (he 
main problem, pensions, will 
prove tough in die face of con- 
certed union opposition. 

Italy, weighed down by vast 
debt servicing costs, Is fighting to 
ame public spending in a bid to 
& meet tougb directives for countries 
wishing to join the planned Euro- 
pean single currency from the start 
in 1999." 


Benazir’s father Zulfikar AH 
Bhutto, who was toppled by a 
military coup in 1977 and exe- 
cuted two years later. 

“The appointment of Mumtaz 
Bhutto shows the Bhutto factor 
still dominates politics," said Im- 
ran Aslam, editor of the daily the 
News. "The charisma and legacy 
of the Bhutto name still holds 
firm. To oust one Bhutto in Sindh, 
they need another. " 

Nabeel Gabol, deputy speaker 
of the dismissed Sindh provincial 
assembly and a PPP member, said 
Mumtaz Bhutto had only a small 
following, but an alliance between 
bis supporters and those of Mur- 
taza Bhutto could not be ruled 
out. 

“Sindh province will no ionger 
be a safe haven or a piece of cake 
for PPP candidates," Gabol de- 
clared. 


Some analysts have urged 
Prime Minister Rotnano Prodi to 
take the knife to social spending, 
especially pensions. 

"A long-lasting consolidation 
of die budget would require a re- 
form of Italy's welfare state, for 
which political support is limited, " 
said Ilaria Fornari, head of re- 
search at Bank JP Morgan in Mi- 
lan. 

Latest statistics from Eurostat 
reveal that Italy actually forks out 
less in benefits than most Euro- 
pean Union countries, with social 
spending here representing 24.6 
percent of per capita gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) in 1994. 

By contrast, in Germany it was 
2S.1 percent, in France 27.7 per- 
cent and Britain 25.2 percent. 

ItaJy's problem is that much of 
its welfare is concentrated on pen- 
sions spending, with a whooping 
51.8 percent of all social costs 
eaten up by retirement benefits 
against 30.6 percent in Germany, 
36.5 percent in France and 40 per- 
cent in Britain. 


“The killing of Murtaza proved 
a setback for the party in Sindh. “ 
he said. "No one has blamed 
Benazir Bhutto for it, but our op- 
ponents used the incident to de- 
fame the party. " 

Bhutto’s Spokesman, Shah 
Mahmoud Qureshi, brushed aside 
the idea that she faced a possible 
party split in her heartland. "She 
is not concerned about this at all," 
he told Reuters. "There have been 
many such attempts before. They 
all failed . " 

Murtaza Bhutto, a strong critic 
of his sister’s government and 
leader of a small breakaway fac- 
tion of the PPP, was killed by 
Karachi police with seven com- 
panions on September 20. 

Police said Murtaza’s body- 
guards fired first, but Bhutto has 
said the killing was part of a con- 
spiracy against her family, her 


And even this is not evenly 
spread, with retired professionals 
and managers receiving some of 
the largest state pensions in the 
world, while people at die lower 
end of die pay scale end up with 
disproportionately low handouts. 

“We are going to have to break 
a few taboos and ask some of the 
wealthier pensioners to start pay- 
ing for. services and health costs, " 
said Pia Saraceno, director of the 
Italian Institute of Social Research 
(IRS) in Milan. 

Only last year, the then-Prime 
Minister Lamberto Dim initiated a 
pension reform program. The 
deal, signed by unions and busi- 
ness leaders, was hailed as a major 
breakthrough, but analysts have 
always argued that the accord was 
too slow moving. 

Italy has a system based not just 
on age but also on how many years 
people have worked. Dim’s re- 
form called for’ the gradual phas- 
ing out of early retirements, but in 
the meantime they are eating an 
increasing bole in state accounts. 


three-year-old government and 
democracy in Pakistan. 

Angry followers of Murtaza’s 
PPP-Shaheed Bhutto group yelled 
slogans against Bhntto’s husband 
As if Ali Zardari at the funeral in 
the ancestral Bhutto graveyard of 
Ghari Khuda Bux. 

They then filed a formal com- 
plaint charging that unname d poli- 
ticians and police officers in the 
federal and provincial govern- 
ments had conspired to murder 
their leader. 

"Murtaza’s killing may result 
in a backlash," said Aslam. "Dis- 
illusionment among PPP support- 
ers could be a major dent in die 
party’s power base of Sindh." 

He said the cities of Sindh, 
especially its capital Karachi, 
were already hostile to the PPP 
after the Bhutto government’s bit- 
ter struggle with the ethnic Moha- 


The combination of falling 
birth rates and longer life-expec- 
tancy is adding to foe headache. 

Italy’s population is expected to 
drop by 3.6 percent over foe next 
24 years while in die 15-nation EU 
as a whole the population is ex- 
pected to rise some 7.7 percent. 
Rone is worried that in foe future, 
under its pay-as-you-go system, 
there might not be enough worker s 
to cover pension co mmitme nts 

These commitments are al- 
ready huge, with foe Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) saying It- 
aly's pension liabilities equalled 
242 percent of GDP in 1990 - the 
highest level among top industrial- 
ized countries. 

For next year alone, foe state's 
main pension fund says it faces a 
27 trillion lire ($18 billion) defi- 
cit. 

The Dini deal called for a re- 
view of the reform in 1998, but the 
treasury wants this brought for- 
ward to 1997. Italy's major un- 
ions, more than half oT whose 


jir Quant! Movement (MQM). 

Among charges of corruption 
and misrule, Leghari said in his 
order dissolving Parliament that 
police had killed "thousands of 
people" in cold blood in Karachi 
and elsewhere. 

Leghari, once a close Bhutto 
ally, asked the caretaker govern- 
ment to supervise a general elec- 
tion on February . 

if Bhutto is allowed' to stand, 
the polls could test whether the 
43 -year-old politician can rally 
her party for another comeback 
after being sacked as premier 
twice in six years. 

Already some defections from 
party ranks have taken place. 

- Sindh Governor Kama! Azfar, 
a one-time Bhutto loyalist, dis- 
solved foe provincial assembly on 
November 7 at Leghari’s bidding. 


members are pensioners, say no. 

"People who today want a new 
pension reform are- the ones who 
rejected foe ini rial reform. They 
won'T be happy until they see foe 
complete dismantling of foe wel- 
fare state," Sergio D'Antoni, 
leader of Italy's second largest un- 
ion. told Reuters. 

But as it struggles to make foe 
grade for foe single European cur- 
rency, Prodi’s centre-left govern- 
ment might have to override union 
opposition. 

"The 1998 budget will be based 
on pension reform," predicted 
Giovanna Mossetti, chief econo- 
mist at Milan brokers caboto. 

Savings elsewhere in the wel- 
fare state will be bard to find. 
Indeed some argue that more, nor 
less, must be spent on things like 
family allowances to encourage 
people to have more children and 
boost the population. 

At present little state aid is 
given to large families, while no 
benefit is offered to unemployed 


"I have high regard for Benazir, 
but the president’s action in dis- 
solving the assembly was inevita- 
ble." he said. 

Political analysis say that none 
of foe anti-PPP parties can defeat 
the PPP alone, but a coalition of 
Sindhi nationalists, the PPP-Sha- 
heed Bhutto group and other po- 
litical forces could block a PPP 
majority in the provincial assem- 
bly. 

A Mumtaz Bhutto aide said the > 
battle was wide open. "To cobble 
together a strong anti-PPP alliance 
there are many ifs and buts and it 
is premature to predict its chances 
of success." 

Aslam said a complete swing 
away from Bhutto was unlikely. 
"She is a fighter and can rise from 
the ashes,” he added. 

Key 

school leavers. The onus is on the 
parents to bear all foe cost of their 
young. 

Looking at foe health service, 
commentators did not see an easy 
way of reducing costs without 
c hanging foe nature of the system, 
such as introducing U.S. style 
health insurance. This is almost 
unthinkable in welfare-minded 
Europe. 

In fact recent I talian govern- 
ments have already curbed health 
care spending and Eurostat says 
Italy spends slighdy less than the 
EU average on medical costs. 

What is now needed is restruc- 
turing to improve the erratic sys- 
tem. which on foe one hand offers 
free sex changes but on the other 
has just one hospital in the south- 
ern half of the country capable of 
caring for aids patients. 

The situation in that hospital is 
so desperate that foe army was sent 
in last month to bring peace to the 
wards. 


Italy Eyes Welfare Spending, Pensions the 


Mi Star Jumps from Right to Lott in Senate Race 



ZATEC, CZECH REPUBLIC 
(Reuter) - Helena Ruzickova. film 
^.star turned candidate in Czech 
Senate elections this weekend, is 
a political chameleon and proud of 
it. 

Last time out foe 60-year-old 
actress backed the far-right Re- 
publicans. This time she's running 
for foe Communists with a cam- 
paign slogan borrowed from clas- 
sical Greek. But, she says, party 
affiliation doesn’t really raarrer 
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anyway. 

The star of countless slapstick 
comedies before and after the 
1989 fall of Communism. Ruzick- 
ova says she is running on the 
Communist ticket because they 
asked her first. 

"This is what 1 tell everyone. 
Whoever came with the offer 
would be accepted, there is no 
question about it, " Ruzickova said 
during foe campaign in foe north- 
west Bohemian town of Zatcc. 

One of the larger actresses of 
Czech cinema - her weight is a 
secret but must be over 100 kg 
(230 lb) - Ruzickova says she 
would have happily run for the 
civic Democratic Party of right- 
wing Prime Minister Vaclav 


Klaus if only they had asked first. 

Ruzickova is not actually a 
member of foe Communist Party 
of Bohemia and Moravia, foe suc- 
cessor to foe party which ruled the 
former Czechoslovakia with an 
iron hand for 41 years. - 

Instead she is one of a number 
of independents running on the 
slates of various parties of the 
right, left and center. 

"I believe people who know 
bow to work and want to work are 
needed in the Senate, whatever 
party they come from," she said. 

She supported foe republicans, 
who dislike everyone from Gyp- 
sies to President Vaclav Havel, in 
Lower House elections last June. 
While she was not actually a can- 
didate. she appeared prominently 
in their television commercials. 

But the Republicans, who won 
eight percent of foe vote then, so 
scorn the newly-created Upper 
House that they are not contesting 
this weekend’s elections at all. 

Ruzickova has borrowed her 
campaign slogan neither from the 
far-right nor from Marx, Engels 
or Lenin. Instead she has turned to 


the Athenian philosopher Plato. 

At a rally in Zatec, a historic 
but depressed town in the heart of 
Bohemia’s hop country, she 
handed out autographed posters of 
herself, beaming from the passen- 
ger seat of a car. On foe posters is 
the slogan: "Care About the Hap- 
piness of Others, Because That Is 
* Where We Find Our Own Happi- 
ness." 

Can anyone complain about 
that? 

Some voters in Zatec certainly 
seemed to like her. 

"We like her, her films are 
great fun," said one woman who 
brought along her two adolescent 
children to Ruzickova’ s rally in a 
Zatec theatre. 

But she added that she would 
not vote in the elections on Friday 
and Saturday. "I do not under- 
stand politics," she said. 

Zatec, 80 km (50 miles) north- 
west of Prague, is a lovely me- 
diaeval town but also a very 
depressed place. 

The hop industry is in steep 
decline with many Czech brewers 
buying cheaper foreign hops. Un- 
employment is 8.3 percent in 


Zatec, almost three times die na- 
tional average. 

The Zatec constituency also 
covers Louny, a town of grey 
Communist apartment blocks and 
another unemployment black- 
spot. 

Perhaps Ruzickova’s appeals 
lies in providing an escape from 
foe dreary lives of many in the 
post-Communist Czech Repub- 
lic. 

"I like Mrs. Ruzickova because 
she has a good heart and knows 
how to make fun. I will vote for 
her because she is kind," said 31- 
year-old Irena Jaremcukova at foe 
rally. 

Jaremcukova seemed to mirror 
Rucikova’s political change of 
color. In the June elections she 
voted for the Republicans led by 
doctor of philosophy Miroslav 
Sladek. "I voted for Mr. Sladefc. 

I think we need people like 
him ," she said. • 

Sladek provoked up rear earlier 
this year by suggesting that all 
members of the Czech Republic’s 
Gypsy minority, many of whom 
live in and Louny. should 
be jailed at birth. 


But Jeremcukova admitted she 
knew nothing about Ruzickova’s 
program and said she did not know 
what foe Senate would do. 

At the rally Ruzickova did not 
go out of her way to enlighten 
Jeremcukova or the rest of foe 
audience. 

After receiving flowers from 
well-wishers among the 200- 
strong audience, she settled into 
an armchair and started telling 
tales of her childhood. 

The audience listened care- 
fully, perhaps because Commu- 
nist Deputy Kvetoslava Celisova 
had wanned them up beforehand 
with a 20-minute monologue on 
foe need to turn out on polling 


day. 

Turiung ro issues, Ruzickova 
said she was involved in helping 
an orphanage and said culture, 
social matters, health care and 
education should be foe top con- 
cerns of a Senator. 

The Communists polled 10.3 
percent in June. Local Party vice 
chairman Milan Pipal believes 
Ruzickova will at least make it to 
foe second round run-off on No- 
vember 22 and 23 when he expects 
her to face foe candidate of the 
ruling ods. 

Ruzickova was more coy about 
her prospects. "1 don’t know 
whether I will win. Let it be a 
surprise," 'he said. 
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World 
Champion 
Hill Crashes 
in Tire Test 
for New 
Team 

TOKYO (AFP) - Formula One 
world champion Damon Hill 
crashed heavily during his first lest 
of Japanese tires for his new TWR 
Arrows team and cut short a two 
day stay at the Suzuka circuit. 

Shaken but not hurt in Thurs- 
day's accident, the 36-year-old 
Briton flew home Friday morning 
instead of carrying out the second 
day of tests on the track near 
Nagoya. 

Hill was driving a Ligier vehi- 
cle to test the New Bridgestone 
tires as TWR Arrows has not yet 
adapted a car for its new star 
driver. 

The car span coming out of a 
hairpin bend and slammed into a 
barrier tail first. The front and rear 
tires and the suspension were 
badly damaged. 

The son of late world champion 
Graham Hill, who was dumped by 
Williams despite his driver's 
crown, admitted to Japanese re- 
porters that he was embarrassed 
by the incident. 

Hill was quoted as saying that 
the accident was "quite shameful. " 
he explained: "1 was going slow to 
check radio communications. The 
tires got cold and lost grip. " He 
said die track surface was cold 
because of the weather. 

But team fuckers said the tires 
had performed well. "We have 
yielded great results. Damon him- 
self has endorsed our tires as con- 
sistent in their performance. " said 
Hirohide Hamashima. director of 
Bridgestone's tire development di- 
vision. 

The Japanese company will 
supply arrows and possibly other 
teams from the next season, break- 
ing a five-year Formula One mo- 
nopoly held by Goodyear. 

Hill clocked lmin 40. 14sec on 
the twisting 5. 8-kilometer (3.6- 
inile) Suzuka Circuit, an average 
of about 211 kph (131 mph), but 
that highlighted the difficulties he 
win face with his new team. 

Former Williams teammate 
Jacques Villeneuve set a time of 
1:38-91 to take pole position for 
the Japanese Grand Prix last 
month, though local F3000 driver 
Kazuyoshi Hoshino said "Hill was 
shaving off his time lap after lap 
and he would have gone below 
1:39 if he went on." 

Hill won eight races in the 1996 
season, just edging out FI rookie 
Villeneuve. who won four races. • 

Arrows best performance in 18 
years of Formula One racing was 
a second spot at the 1985 Italian 
Grand Prix. 


NFL-Best Broncos 
Face 

High-Powered Foe 



John Smoltz 

Texas Slugger Wins Top Honor 


DENVER, COLORADO (AFP) - 
American Football tans here arc 
on a Rocky Mountain high over 
the Denver Broncos, who carry 
the sport’s best record into a show- 
down Sunday with the high-pow- 
ered offense of New England. 

Next to die Green Bay Packers, 
die Patriots (7-3) and Broncos (9- 
( ) boast the National Football 
League's high-scoring offenses, 
both are division leaders and 
showcase top passers. 

"We’re hodi scoring a lot of 
points and 1 expect we arc going 
to have to score some rgreat total) 
to win." New England quarter- 
back Drew Bledsoe said. "With all 
die buildup, it will probably be a 
10-7 game." 

Bledsoe has completed 236 of 
394 passes, both NFL highs, for 
2.670 yards and 18 touchdowns 
while being intercepted only eight 
times. His favorite target, Ben 
Coates, has 45 catches for 514 
yards and seven touchdowns. 

"F look forward to this oppor- 
tunity for the team to see where 
they stand." Bledsoe said. "We 
have been doing well lately and 
this is the opportunity to go up 
against the best. " 

Tliat means Denver’s John El- 
way, die veteran who has guided 
two of his trademark fourth-quar- 
ter rallies. Elway has completed 
204 of 338 passes for 2,378 yards 
and 20 touchdowns with 1 1 inter- 
ceptions. 

"He is as consistent now as I 
have ever seen him." Denver 
coach Mike Shanahan said. "He 
probably can’t throw it 75 or 80 
yards like be used to hut be is a 
better passer, more accurate. " 

Denver’s Shannon Sharpe 
ranks third in the NFL in receiving 
and yardage with 64 catches for 
878 yards and nine touchdowns. 
He is on pace to have the most 
productive season by any tight end 
in NFL history. 

The Broncos also have the 
NFL's fourth-ranked defense and 


a rushing game to help balance 
their overall offensive attack. Ter- 
rell Davis ranks second among 
N FL rushers with 218 carries for 
1 .055 yards. 

“I'm not real quick. I don't 
have subtle moves," Davis said. 
"But I get the job done." 

The Broncos have broken 
hearts here before, losing three 
prior Super Bowl bids. Now they 
are within reach again. But there 
is caution. 

"Are we one of the elite 
teams?" Shanahan asked. "Yeah, 
if we show up on Sunday and play 
our football game, we can play 
with anybody. " 

That means matching up with 
the best teams in the National Con- 
ference, which has won every Su- 
per Bowl since 1984. Four of 
those clubs meet in two crucial 
games this week. 

Reigning champion Dallas (6- 
4) plays host to Green Bay (8-2) 
on Monday in a showdown of the 
NFL’s top defenses. 

The Packers saw a five-game 
win streak end last week at Kansas 
City while the Cowboys, winners 
in five of their past six games, are 
coming off a 20-17 over-time tri- 
umph at long-time rival San Fran- 
cisco. 

Green Bay paces die League in 
scoring and totkl offense, paced by 
Brett Fa vie, who has thrown for 
2,556 yards and a league-high 27 
touchdowns. 

Should the Cowboys win, they 
will move into a share of second 
place in die NFC East Division, 
one game behind the winner of 
Sunday’s game between co-lead- 
ers Washington and Philadelphia. 

Other games Sunday find Caro- 
lina at St. Louis, Chicago at Kan- 
sas City, Cincinnati at Buffalo, 
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh. New 
Orleans at Atlanta, Seattle at De- 
troit, the New York Jets at Indian- 
apolis, Minnesota at Oakland, 
Tampa Bay at San Diego and the 
New York Giants at Arizona. 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Juan Gon- 
zalez. who led Texas to the first 
playoff berth in their 36-year his- 
tory'. edged Seatde’s Alex Ro- 
driguez to win baseball’s 
American League Most Valuable 
Player award here Thursday. 

The voting was among the clos- 
est ever for the honor, the last to 
be handed out by a media panel for 
the Major League baseball season. 

Gonzalez. 27, edged 21-year- 
old Phenom Rodriguez 290-287 
with controversial Albert Belle of 
Cleveland Indians third at 228. 
Gonzalez had 1 1 first-place votes 
to 10 for the Seattle shortstop and 
two for Belie. 

The only closer AL MVP vote 
came when Joe Dimaggio of the 
New York Yankees edged Ted 
Williams of the Boston Red Sox 
202-201 in 1947. 

Seattle's Ken Griffey Jr. was- 
fourth with 188 votes and four 
first-place votes. The lone remain- 
ing first-place vote went to Texas 


catcher Ivan Rodriquez, who was 
10th overall. 

Gonzalez became the first out- 
fielder to wi n the award since Oak- 
land’s Rickey Henderson in 1990. 
He hit .3 14 with 47 home runs and 
144 runs batted in as die rangers 
to the Western Division title. 

Other AL honors went to New 
York’s Derek Jeter 3 s best rookie. 
Toronto’s Pat Hemgen as best 
pitcher and managers Johnny 
Oates of -Texas and Joe Torre of 
New York as manager of the year. 

National League honors went 
to MVP Ken Camimri of San Di- 
ego. top pitcher John Smoltz of 
Atlanta, top manager Bruce Bochy 
of San Diego and best rookie Todd 
Hollandsworth of Los Angeles. 

Graf Makes a 
Winning 
Start in Title 
Defense 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYL- 
VANIA (AFP) - World auraber- 
oue Steffi Graf, showing no sign 
of pain from die left knee injury 
that almost sidelined her. beat 
Amy Frazier of the United States 
6-2. 6-1 as she opened her ride 
defense at the $450,000 WTA 
tournament here Thursday. 

Tlie 55-minute triumph was 
Grafs first match since the knee 
injury caused her to drop out of the 
semi-finals at Leipzig last month. 

The injury, which has bothered 
Graf since Wimbledon, also kept 
her out of the European Indoor 
Open three weeks ago. 

"I didn't serve as good as I 
wanted to," Graf said. "But what 
could I ask for? I haven’t played a 
match for a long time. I barely 
practiced. 1 didn’t even want to 
play this tournament. 

"My doctors told me I’ve got to 
take off for a few days." she said. 
"I withdrew from the tournament 
ou Friday, left for Florida, took a 
few days off. And 1 didn’t hear 
until Sunday tliat I was still in the 
draw." 

Graf, whoiiad a first-round bye 
now plays 14th-ranked Chanda 
Rubin of the United States for a 
place in Saturday's semi-final. 

Third-seed Jana Novotna of the 
Czech Republic beat experienced 
Lori McNeil of die United Stales 
6-4. 7-5, and Yayuk Basuki of 
Indonesia continued her run hy 
ousting American opponent Kim- 
berly Po 6-4, 6-4. 



FREIBURG, GERMANY: Stuttgart’s Fredi Bobic (L) saves the ball from Freiburg’s Dieter Frey 
with an overhead kick as Martin Spanring (R) looks on during their German DFB Cup match in 
Freiburg Novem ber 1 3. 

_ _ (AFP Photo) 


England Notch Up 
Second Wm 

BATH , ENGLAND (AFP) „■ 
land beat China 3-2 for the second 
successive 


top take a 2-0 teadifl the scc- mg^ 
series. - ;-r / 

The England victory t 
when Ian Pearson and 
derson recovered from 7-13 
in the second game aod saved four 
game points to win 15-7. 17-14 
against Zhang Jim and Min Zhen 
Yu. 

England’s other victories came 
in the men's .singles, where former 
European champion Darren Hall 
beat Cheng Wei 18-17 15-4, are! 
in the men's doubles where Nick 
Ponring and Joanne Goode de-' 
feu ted Ji Xing-Peng and Liu 


Zhong 15-5. 8-15. 15-10. 

Commonwealth women’s dou- j 
hies champions Goode and Joanns 
Muggeridge led 17-14 in the third 
gome and held three match points. ^ 
hut they lost to Qian Hong ami Liu 
Lu 6-15 15-9 IS- 17. The other 
Chinese success came in the 


women's singles where Liu Lu-n j 
fang heat Muggeridge 2-1 14-11. 

Thursday’s result means China 
must win the third match in Boston 
on Friday to have any chance uf 
winning the series. 


High Court 
Refuses Appeal 
on Super 
League Verdict 


SYDNEY (AFP) - Two rival 
Rugby League competitions are 
expected to proceed next season 
following Friday’s high court re- 
fusal here to allow the Australian 
Rugby League to appeal News 
Ltd, *s recent federal court victory. 

The high court was the estab- 
lishment ARL’s last avenue for 
appeal in the long-running battle 
for control of the game in Austra- 
lia. 


Justices John Toohey, Mary 
Gaudron and Bill Gummow took 
only a few minutes to dismiss die 
ARL's application. ^ 

Outlining the reasons for their 
decision. Toohey said the ARL’s 
submission had not raised suffi- 
cient flew grounds from those cov- 
ered in the federal court appeal 
judgment handed down on Octo- 
ber 4. 

"On its face this does not seem 
to be a case likely to warrant spe- 
cial leave to appeal." the judge 
said. 

Of the three main issues raised, 
he said the high court judges^ 
agreed all had either been covered 
by the fill! federal court judgment 
or were not relevant because of it. 

No prominent officials from 
either the ARL or the Rupert Mur- 
doch-hacked Super League were 
in court although several minor 
officials from both sides attended 


the hearing. 

ARL national communications 
manager Geoff Carr said he was 
disappointed hut conceded the 
matter was now over as far as the 
courts were concerned ^ 

"It’s just the same as before*, 
everyone’s set themselves for two 
competitions so it looks like there 
will he two competitions." Icbiit 
said. 

The decision means all- 37 -or- 


ders which were handed down m 
favor of the ARL by Justice James 
Burchett in the original federal 
court case earlier this year tod 
later overturned on appeal cam** 
raw be reinstated. 

The decision has also paved tfe 
way for die eight rebel clubs w 
break away from the art and pUy 
Super League next season. 







